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Inspiring  
Excellence
Transforming lives using the extraordinary 
power of music and the arts

13-YEAR-OLD ACADEMY STUDENT EMMA MEINRENKEN

125th Anniversary Year in Review



The Royal Conservatory has built its reputation as the standard bearer for musical excellence.
For over 125 years, our curriculum, programs, and exceptional teaching staff have inspired
millions of Canadians. More recently, our mission to develop human potential through music
and the arts has led us to pursue a much broader view and application of the ways the arts 
can be woven into people’s lives. Whether working in an inner city school, implementing
programming based on the very latest neurological research, or nurturing the incredible talent
found in our nation, The Royal Conservatory seeks excellence in all it achieves.

In the last two years, The Royal Conservatory established partnerships with dozens of high-profile
American music schools and national music organizations, as well as His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, to share our pioneering programs and their beneficial outcomes across the
United States and the United Kingdom respectively. As faculty, students, staff, alumni, parents,
and supporters of The Royal Conservatory, we can all take pride in our educational leadership
beyond Canada’s borders.

We look back over our landmark 125th anniversary year with pride. Our students have inspired
us with their brilliance, creativity, and the beauty of their expression; our faculty and staff have
continued to uncover the artistic potential in all students; and we have pursued programs which
have inspired the lives of people across the globe. 

The arts are transformative; societies that foster creative activity as a central part of the daily
lives of their citizens achieve the greatest success. Communities reach greater cohesion when
bound together by the thread of shared cultural activities.

Each milestone we pass brings us closer to this goal, with the help of your support. You uphold
our ability to inspire and achieve excellence every day. To you, we send the stories which inspire
us within these pages, and with them, our heartfelt thanks.

May we continue to inspire excellence in each other and in everything that we do.

Dr. Peter Simon
President, The Royal Conservatory
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Your Support Makes a Difference
YoUR GIFTs AT WoRk

The Royal Conservatory extends its deepest
gratitude to all those who have supported the
organization, its programs, and its important
mission to develop human potential through
leadership in music and arts education.

Our donors are vital to our ability to continue
transforming lives. By making it possible for people 
of all ages and socioeconomic backgrounds to enjoy
and benefit from participation in music and the arts,
we aim to build stronger and more creative societies
everywhere our programs are found. Because 
of you, we are able to advance this goal every day.  

In this issue of Motif, we are very pleased to share
with you some of the milestones and achievements
that took place during our 125th Anniversary year 
as well as the many stories that show the enormous
impact your contributions have on the lives 
of every student, parent, and teacher taking part 
in our programs.

Thank you once again for your ongoing commitment
to The Royal Conservatory and its inspiring mission.
We hope you enjoy learning more about the many
different ways your support is making a difference!  

CREATIVITY BEING DEVELOPED

The RoYAl ConseRvAToRY

BY The nUMBeRs

• The Royal Conservatory celebrated its
125th anniversary year in 2012, one
of the few Canadian organizations 
to have thrived for over a century. 

• 600,000 students across Canada
currently participate in The Royal
Conservatory’s programs.

• The Conservatory has 260
examination centres across Canada.

• 1,100 children participated in our
Early Child Education programs in
each of the last two academic years.

• There are 115 students in The
Glenn Gould School in the 2012.13
academic year.

• There are over 80 students in the
Young Artists Academy. 

• Nearly 60 free Master Classes are
scheduled for students of The Glenn
Gould School, and nearly 50 for
Academy students during the
2012.13 academic year. 

• There are 100 free Glenn Gould
School student recitals during the
2012.13 academic year. 

• Over 400,000 students have
benefitted from the Learning Through
the Arts® (LTTA) programming since
2001 – enough to fill Koerner Hall
well over 300 times.

• Students who were in Grade One and
participated in the inaugural year 
of the LTTA program in 1994 have
graduated from university.

• The 2012.13 Royal Conservatory
Performance Season features over 80
performances with artists from 21
countries, including over 35 Canadian
artists and ensembles.

• The growing collection of The Rupert
Edwards Library currently totals 
over 20,000 scores, 6,000 books,
21,000 CDs, and 700 DVDs, and 
also maintains archival information
chronicling the 125-year history 
of The Conservatory.

• Over 6,000 art aficionados attended
the 2012 edition of Nuit Blanche 
at The Royal Conservatory in a span
of just twelve hours.



In 1886 when the organization was founded, Canada
was 19 years old, Sir John A. Macdonald was prime
minister, and the Canadian Pacific Railway had just
been completed. Like the first prime minister and
railway, The Conservatory went on to become 
an important unifying force in Canada and bound
together the people of this nation with the thread
of shared creative and musical experience. The
Conservatory’s specialists travelled everywhere 
the train went, building a national system of music
education and a single national standard. 

Now, 125 years later, parallels between the organization’s storied past
and evolving future are abundant. In 2012, The Royal Conservatory
was proud to hold Convocation ceremonies in Toronto, Calgary, and
Vancouver for its graduates across the country. 

In May, The Conservatory was honoured to be granted a Royal
Patronage from HRH The Prince of Wales. The Royal Conservatory 
is also working with Prince’s Charities Canada to expand Learning
through the Arts® (LTTA) into the United Kingdom.

The Royal Conservatory celebrated its status as one of the largest and
most respected music education institutions in the world at its 125th
Anniversary Royal Occasion Gala in May, featuring performances 
from Honourary Fellows Measha Brueggergosman and Feist as well 
as students and faculty. 

In June, The Conservatory partnered with Luminato to present alumnus
Stewart Goodyear’s extraordinary marathon performance of all 32 
of Beethoven’s piano sonatas in a single day. 

The Royal Conservatory celebrated alumnus Glenn Gould’s 80th
birthday in September with a genre-spanning tribute concert
dedicated to Gould’s favourite composer, Bach. That month, Canada
Post released a commemorative envelope honouring The Conservatory’s
125-year history. In October, legendary Russian conductor Valery
Gergiev dazzled a sold-out Koerner Hall with a special performance 
by his Stradivarius Ensemble.

Throughout the year, Conservatory students increased their international
profile. In May, graduate Brian Yoon won the prestigious 35th
Eckhardt-Gramatté National Music Competition, and in July the Silver
Medal at the International Gina Bachauer Competition was awarded
to 13-year old Academy student Tony “Yike” Yang. In August, 14-year
old Academy student Annie Zhou became the first Canadian to win
First Prize in the under-15 category of the 13th International
Competition for Young Pianists. In October, 18-year old violinist and
Glenn Gould School student Jessy Kim received The Hnatyshyn
Foundation classical music grant for orchestral instrument.

It truly was an exciting year at The Royal Conservatory. Looking ahead,
The Conservatory is committed to its mission to develop human
potential through music and the arts while continuing its positive
impact on the lives of more people across Canada and around the
world than ever before.

The Royal Conservatory's 
125thAnniversary Year in Review

TOP: VALERY GERGIEV AND THE MARIINSKY THEATRE’S STRADIVARIUS ENSEMBLE PERFORM
IN KOERNER HALL. BOTTOM LEFT: STEWART GOODYEAR PERFORMS ALL 32 BEETHOVEN
SONATAS. BOTTOM RIGHT: HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES AND CAMILLA, DUCHESS OF
CORNWALL VISIT LTTA PARTICIPANTS IN REGINA.
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Michael M. Koerner 
Appointed Chancellor of The Royal  Conservatory

On October 5, 2011, Michael M. Koerner, C.M. 
was formally installed as The Royal Conservatory’s
inaugural Chancellor. 

As Chancellor, Mr. Koerner has served as an ambassador for The Royal
Conservatory at important events, including our 125th Anniversary
Royal Occasion Gala and Convocation ceremonies across Canada. 
He has also worked closely with Peter Simon and other members 
of the organization’s leadership to advance its mission to develop
human potential through music and arts education.

Mr. Koerner has had a profound influence on the growth of the
Canadian cultural community over the course of his distinguished 
50-year career as a businessman and leading advocate of music and
arts education. The Royal Conservatory has been honoured to benefit
from his volunteer service and philanthropy over the past 20 years,
including his and his wife Sonja's tremendous generosity to establish
the spectacular Koerner Hall and provide the unique Michael and
Sonja Koerner Early Instrument Collection.

“The Royal Conservatory plays a key role in the creative development
of Canadians,” says Mr. Koerner. “This is an organization that helps
citizens of all ages access the transformative power of music and 
the arts, fostering a stronger society in the process. I am proud 
and honoured to represent The Conservatory as it continues to evolve
and grow as an international leader in its field.”

Mr. Koerner has played a central role in helping the organization
evolve as an international leader in music and arts education 
and it is incredibly proud to bestow this historic title in honour 
of his tireless efforts. 

“The contributions of Michael Koerner have enriched The Royal
Conservatory and all those who participate in its programs,” 
says Michael Foulkes, Chair of The Conservatory’s Board of Directors. 

“We are privileged to have him play an important role in The
Conservatory’s ongoing efforts to foster the creativity of all
Canadians.”
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MICHAEL M. KOERNER, THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY’S
FIRST CHANCELLOR.
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Giving Children
As CEO of Business for the Arts, mom Nichole Anderson is no stranger 
to the value of creativity in day-to-day life. So it’s no surprise that when
she became a mother, she enrolled her young son  Simon in The Royal
Conservatory School’s Smart Start program.

Smart Start offers group music classes to young children, toddlers, and babies. It’s well known
that early interaction with music greatly enhances a baby’s emotional landscape later in life and
encourages healthy creative, social, and cognitive development. Early music classes help train 
a baby’s ear, memory, and emotional sensibility. 

Nichole and Simon participated in Smart Start. Here, Nichole chats with Simon's teacher, Ewa
Krzatala, about the Program.

EK: Why did you enrol Simon in Smart Start?

NA: Simon loved music very early on—his first kick in the womb happened during an aria at an
Opera Atelier concert! He started dancing and bobbing up and down as soon as he could stand. 

I always thought I would enrol him in music when he was about three, but Baby Moves allowed

eARlY ChIlDhooD eDUCATIon

NICHOLE ANDERSON AND HER SON SIMONCHILDREN LEARNING AND HAVING FUN 
AT SMART START CLASSES

The Royal Conservatory rcmusic.ca



 a Smart Start
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• WHILE OUR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS ARE
HUGELY POPULAR, OUR DREAMS ARE BIGGER.We aim to implement
and deliver a training program to reach 600 pre-school workers a year
across Canada built around the Smart Start, Head Start, Word Magic
and Number Magic platforms, curricula developed by the extraordinary
faculty at The Royal Conservatory. Study after study assures the
effectiveness of these programs in encouraging young children 
to become creative thinkers and problem solvers. And you are helping us
every step of the way. You will hear more about our plans in the   year ahead. 

For more information, please visitwww.rcmusic.ca   . To support Smart Start
and early childhood education programming by making a donation,
please contact Krista O'Donnell at 416.408.2824 x458 or
krista.odonnell@rcmusic.ca or visit www.rcmusic.ca/donate

THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY 
IS ABOUT DEVELOPING
HUMAN POTENTIAL.
Our programs not only shape the lives of
musicians, but also influence early childhood
development and address broad social issues.
The Royal Conservatory is dedicated to
advancing our inspiring mission to develop
human potential through leadership in music
and arts education.

Join us on this mission.  
Support The Royal Conservatory today.  

You can make a difference and help
Canadians of all ages benefit from
participation in music and the arts. 
To LEARN MORE about how you can help
strengthen Canada’s culture of creativity,
or to make a donation, please contact 
us at 416.408.2824 x457 or visit
www.rcmusic.ca/donate

me to introduce him to music that much earlier. It made sense to leverage 
the teaching and resources available at the RCM.  The classes are surprisingly
affordable and are accessible via TTC—a definite plus for urban parents.

EK: Were the classes what you expected?

NA: I was pleasantly surprised to see how structured they were. The children
adapted quickly to the routine. It was amazing to  watch them anticipate certain
elements, and react to the surprising sounds coming from new instruments.

EK:What was Simon’s favourite part of the class? 

NA: I think it was you—his teacher!  He just loved listening to you sing and
introduce different sounds. The Smart Start teachers are experts in engaging each
child and stimulating their emotions. I even remember him going up to hug you
after his very first class.

EK: And how do you think these group classes differ from private lessons? 

NA: Social interaction amongst children is very important. They learn from 
each other; many children at this age are still not in school or daycare, so
interacting with other children their age is important. However, since the classes
are limited to about 10 children, the size is manageable and pleasant for both 
the children and their caregivers. I find it such a joy to watch Simon participate 
in the class and interact with others. Simon continues to enjoy his music classes 
at The Conservatory together with hundreds of other young children. Smart Start
classes are available year round, including sessions offered in the summer.

motif
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When and where does inspiration strike? For Kristy Molnar, 
it was when she walked into a sunny classroom at Toronto’s
South East Year Round Alternative Centre.

Kristy’s story does not begin there. Only she knows all the reasons why she arrived
feeling disenfranchised, disconnected, angry, and fed up with what traditional
education had offered her. A fractured home life marked by a lack of parental support
made it challenging for her to focus on her education, make friends, or develop 
a strong sense of self.

But this room was different. It was not headed up by one teacher with a roomful 
of passive students. Here, Kristy met with professional artists trained in dance,
drama, music, visual and media arts. Here, these artists worked with classroom
teachers to help Kristy explore math, language arts, science and social studies. 

Here was the Youth Empowerment Program, a branch
of The Royal Conservatory’s Learning Through the Arts
(LTTA) division.

“I felt like I had a mental breakthrough,” says the 21-
year-old. “For me it was the sense of belonging I felt. 
I finally felt comfortable in school.” Youth Empowerment
engages students with various art forms to build
confidence and self-esteem in at risk youth and inspires
them to be excited about their education. Hands-on,
experiential learning caters to the many different types
of learners present in every classroom. Furthermore, 
the program specifically equips young people with the
organizational tools needed to be more successful 
in school, and prepares them to consider the next steps
to a fulfilling life.

“     We all have strengths, we just need
the right outlet to showcase them,”
says Kristy.

The impact of the Youth Empowerment Program became
deeply intertwined with her own dreams; she was the
first young person to undertake a high school co-op
placement with The Conservatory. During her
placement, she worked in classrooms to assist LTTA
artists with their projects, and has now decided to
pursue a career in education. “This placement helped
me in many ways. I now have the confidence and
experience to make the decision to be a teacher,” 
she says. “Most importantly, though, I was able to
graduate high school and continue on to college. 
I never thought that was possible.” Kristy is currently
completing a diploma in Early Childhood Education
with great success at Centennial College.

• YOUTH EMPOWERMENT RELIES IN LARGE PART
ON THE SUPPORT OF PRIVATE DONORS 
who help students like Kristy find their inspiration. 
To support this important program, please contact
Krista O'Donnell at 416.408.2824 x458
or krista.odonnell@rcmusic.ca or visit
www.rcmusic.ca/donate

leARnInG ThRoUGh The ARTs

LEARNING THROUGH THE ARTS CO-OP STUDENT KRISTY MOLNAR PHOTO BY JOHN SCULLY

Inspired to Learn
Inspired to Teach

http://www.rcmusic.ca/donate
mailto:krista.odonnell@rcmusic.ca
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Emma Meinrenken (pictured) entered The Royal Conservatory’s
Young Artists Academy, Canada’s premier pre-college training
program for gifted young classical musicians, at age 8, just four
years after first picking up a violin. 

According to her parents, Emma’s fascination as a toddler with Mozart’s operas
and The Nutcracker was the first clue of her unusually strong musical inclination,
and once introduced to the violin it became difficult to get her to pause or focus 
her energy on anything else (except perhaps a very good book!) Under the tutelage 
of Atis Bankas, Emma’s passion and dedication to her art have only grown, 
and at the age of 13 she is a highly accomplished, disciplined young lady who has
already achieved many impressive musical and academic successes.

Emma made her Roy Thomson Hall debut at 10 with the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, and has since performed extensively, including at Koerner Hall, the Music
Niagara Festival, on WNED Buffalo’s Young Performers radio show, as well as 
at the 2010 Banff International String Quartet Competition with her Academy 
string quartet.

In addition to her frequent performances, Emma also finds time to participate in
festivals and competitions, and has won many distinguished awards, including firsts
at the 2009 Ontario Music Festival, the 2011 Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber Orchestra
Student Concerto Competition, and consecutive 2009-2011 Canadian Music

The ACADeMY

Competition first place prizes, as well as the 2012 CMC
Grand Prize at the National Finals. She is also a three-
time-winner of the Sid Oue Memorial Scholarship
Award for “Most Promising Student”, awarded by the
Toronto Kiwanis Music Festival.

Emma currently plays the Jamieson-Ivey Amati violin,
on loan from The Royal Conservatory’s collection, and is
the recipient of the Mary Jean Potter Scholarship.
Emma’s parents have always credited The Royal
Conservatory’s Young Artists Academy for providing
Emma with a solid foundation for her successes, and
now, with full scholarship support and the use of the
exceptional Amati violin, that foundation is all the
stronger, allowing Emma’s ambitions and hopes to soar
even higher.

Through dedication and hard work as well as support
from family members, teachers, and the larger
Conservatory community, our Academy students will
continue to develop into Canada’s finest young
musicians and we look forward to hearing many more
great performances. With scholarship support, these
very talented young artists can master their musical
passion, be inspired through collaboration and
friendship with their similarly dedicated peers, and
realize successes in their chosen instruments as well 
as in their lives outside of the Academy. 

You can hear Academy students perform throughout
the school year. The Academy Chamber Orchestra
performs May 4, 2013 at 7:30 PM in Mazzoleni Concert
Hall. Tickets are free and available through the Weston
Family Box Office. The schedule of performances are
listed on the Academy’s website below.

• TO LEARN MORE about The Young Artists Academy
and students like Emma, visit
http://learning.rcmusic.ca/academy. To support 
The Academy, please contact Stephen Gilles at
416.408.2824 x327 or stephen.gilles@rcmusic.ca
or visit www.rcmusic.ca/donate

ACADEMY STUDENT EMMA MEINRENKEN

Passion, Talent and Scholarship
Equal Unlimited Opportunity

http://www.rcmusic.ca/donate
mailto:stephen.gilles@rcmusic.ca
http://learning.rcmusic.ca/academy


If you have had the opportunity to hear Jan Lisiecki in concert,
you can’t help but wonder if you are watching Canada’s 
next great pianist. Ian Ihnatowycz and Marta Witer already 
know this to be true. 

Jan, 17, has performed at New York's Carnegie Hall, Paris' Salle Pleyel and Salle
Cortot, Munich's Herkulessaal, Tokyo's Suntory Hall, Warsaw Philharmonic Concert
Hall, Seoul Arts Centre, and Tonhalle Zurich. He has shared the stage with such
eminent performers as Emanuel Ax, Yo-Yo Ma, and Pinchas Zukerman, among others.

Despite heavy recruitment from larger, more high profile American schools, Jan and
his family chose The Glenn Gould School at The Royal Conservatory for Jan’s
undergraduate studies. James Anagnoson, Dean of the School, together with Jan has
created a modified curriculum which allows Jan to study with Marc Durand and take
his course work between a growing international performance career. Like all other
piano students at The Glenn Gould School, Jan participates in his share of master
classes with wonderful pianists such as Leon Fleisher. Jan used a recent master class
to prepare for his debut with the New York Philharmonic in December 2012.

When Ian and Marta established the prestigious Ihnatowycz Prize in Piano, which
provides full tuition support and a living stipend to an exceptionally talented pianist

 Fueling Dreams

The Glenn GoUlD sChool
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The Glenn Gould School 
Student Jan Lisiecki

The Royal Conservatory rcmusic.ca

ABOVE: IAN IHNATOWYCZ WITH JAN LISIECKI, WHO HOLDS THE
IHNATOWYCZ PRIZE IN PIANO
TOP: GLENN GOULD SCHOOL STUDENT JAN LISIECKI, 
PHOTO: MATHIAS BOTHORIAN 



2013 Master Classes
Schedule
Everyone is welcome to listen and learn as internationally
celebrated musicians instruct students of The Glenn Gould
School in free public master classes. More than 60 
artists visit our school each season, and the following is 
a selection of highlights. For more information, p  lease visit
rcmusic.ca or e-mail masterclass@rcmusic.ca

studying at The Glenn Gould School who is poised for
a career as a professional artist, they created this
important prize with students like Jan in mind. Jan has
twice received Ian and Marta’s distinguished award.

“Over the past couple of years, we have had the
opportunity to build a wonderful connection with Jan
and follow his progress,” says Ihnatowycz. “Witnessing
his recent performance with the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra was a powerful reminder about why Marta
and I created these scholarships. To see their impact
through Jan’s success is incredibly rewarding and
humbling for us.”

Jan is not the only one to benefit from such extraordinary
generosity. The family now supports five scholarships
at The Glenn Gould School. In addition to the Ihnatowycz
Prize in Piano, the couple has also established four
new Ihnatowycz Emerging Artist Scholarships. These
will be awarded each year to the top student in any
Glenn Gould School discipline to cover the full cost 
of a year’s tuition. 

The Ihnatowycz family’s connections to The Royal 
Conservatory run deep. Both Ian and Marta studied 
piano at The Conservatory. Ian is now a member 
of The Conservatory’s Board of Directors and serves as
chair of its Council, and both Ian and Marta are former
members of the organization’s Campaign Cabinet. 
The endowment they have established to administer
their five scholarships is the largest at The Royal
Conservatory, and their leadership has encouraged
many others to support scholarships for promising
young artists through donations and bequests.

Gifts of all sizes continue to help The Royal Conservatory
work towards the achievement of a tuition-free
environment that will make dreams attainable for all
talented young musicians. “Our role is just one part 
of a major initiative to help The Glenn Gould School
attract the best and brightest to its halls,” says
Ihnatowycz. “Any gifted young artist, regardless of
financial capacity, should be given the chance to thrive
in this superior learning environment.”

•TO HELP A STUDENT LIKE JAN ACHIEVE HIS DREAMS
OR LEARN MORE ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS,
contact Stephen Gilles at 416.408.2824 x327
or stephen.gilles@rcmusic.ca, or visit
www.music.ca/donate
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Richard Goode
February 1, 2013

Louis Lortie
February 2, 2013

  Marshall Pynkoski
February 8, 2013

Leon Fleisher
March 1&2, 2013
April 5&6, 2013

Yehuda Gilad
March 1, 2013

Victor Danchenko
April 5, 2013

Andrés Díaz
April 19, 2013

Sylvia Rosenberg
April 19, 2013
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International Piano Competition

TOP TO BOTTOM: TONY “YIKE” YANG, MARKO PEJANOVIC
AND ANNIE ZHOU

The Royal Conservatory celebrates the great achievement of three
gifted students from our Young Artists Academy who competed in
the 2012 Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition. 

The 2012 competition began in December 2011 with live auditions held in 10 cities
around the world. Following the initial round of over 300 live auditions, 31 pianists
ranging in age from 11-13 were invited to participate in the Junior Division
competition, and 34 ranging in age from 14-17 in the Young Artists Division for the
competition finals in Salt Lake City, Utah in June 2012. Among this select group were 
Tony “Yike” Yang, a 13-year old student of James Anagnoson; Marko Pejanovic, 
a 12-year-old student of Dianne Werner, both in the Junior Division, and Annie Zhou,
a 14-year-old student of Marietta Orlov. All three are from the Royal Conservatory’s
Young Artists Academy.

Tony, one of only six pianists selected to go on to the Final Round of the Junior
Division, chose to perform the first movement of Chopin’s Piano Concerto 
No. 1 in E Minor for the Finals and won the Silver Medal including a $5,000 award.

In August, Annie went to on win First Prize in the under-15 category of the 13th
International Competition for Young Pianists held in Enttlingen, Germany. She 
is the first Canadian to achieve this honour. One of the world's most prestigious
competitions for young pianists, the International Competition for Young Pianists
counts among its past winners internationally-acclaimed performers Lang Lang 
and Yuja Wang. Held every two years, it is open to talented pianists under 20 years
old. This year’s competition attracted over 250 musicians from 40 countries. Annie
was one of only two Canadians to advance to the finals.

The accomplishments of Tony, Annie and Marko are a reflection of the excellent work
taking place at The Royal Conservatory to nurture the talents of Canada’s future
leaders, and demonstrate the outstanding ability of our gifted young artists in The
Academy. We look forward to more successes in their future.

The Royal Conservatory rcmusic.ca



As a founding partner of the celebrated Canadian
architectural design firm Kuwabara Payne McKenna
Blumberg Architects (KPMB), Marianne has led 
a wide range of internationally acclaimed projects
that have transformed spaces, organizations, 
and public experience in cities both in Canada 
and abroad. 

Many of these projects, which include Concordia’s new buildings 
in Montreal, the University of Waterloo’s Mike and Ophelia Lazaridis
Quantum-Nanotechnology Centre, the lauded Torys LLP offices 
in Toronto, the Jackson-Triggs Niagara Estate Winery in Niagara-on-the-
Lake – a major advancement in sustainable design in the region 
– and The Royal Conservatory’s multiple award-winning TELUS Centre
for Performance and Learning, which includes our spectacular new
performance venue, Koerner Hall, have resulted in the creation 
of accessible and aesthetically pleasing spaces. 

The Governor General’s Medal in Architecture for the TELUS Centre 
for Performance and Learning is a testament to Marianne’s tremendous
talent, her commitment to architectural excellence, and her extraordinary
vision for the future of Canada’s cultural community. 

Marianne has worked closely with The Royal Conservatory since
1990, when she developed the award-winning Master Plan for 
the restoration of McMaster Hall (now Ihnatowycz Hall) and the
construction of the TELUS Centre. Her immense commitment to
navigating this project toward its successful completion in 2009 has
culminated in the creation of a technologically superior, aesthetically
beautiful, and highly functional campus that has enabled The
Conservatory to expand and improve its broad-based music and 
arts education programs in order to reach more Canadians than ever
before. With the opening of this extraordinary building, which
includes the acoustically superb new performance venue, Koerner
Hall, The Royal Conservatory now stands as one of the most diverse,
advanced, and visionary cultural institutions in the country. It is as 
a direct result of Marianne’s design and tremendous dedication to 

this project that The Conservatory is now able to pursue its mission 
to develop human potential through music and the arts more fully
than at any other point in its 125-year history. 

In honour of her inspiring leadership and long-time commitment 
to the work of The Royal Conservatory, Ms. McKenna was named 
an Honorary Fellow of the organization. 

Spotlight on 
Marianne McKenna

MARIANNE MCKENNA: FOUNDING PARTNER, KUWABARA PAYNE MCKENNA BLUMBERG
ARCHITECTS AND ARCHITECT OF THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY'S TELUS CENTRE FOR
PERFORMANCE AND LEARNING
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TELUS Centre architect honoured for contributions to The Royal Conservatory
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There is a sense of occasion about certain concerts, a feeling 
of heightened expectation or significance. This was particularly
true of The ARC Ensemble’s concert at the Buchmann-Mehta
School in Israel.

The Buchmann-Mehta School is an old institution by Israeli standards, founded 
in 1945 as the Israel Academy of Music (later the Rubin Academy) by a group 
of Hungarian exiles from Hitler’s Europe. One of them was the legendary violinist
and pedagogue Lorand Fenyves, who later joined the faculty of The Royal
Conservatory and became one of the world’s most sought-after violin teachers.

The ARC Ensemble’s concert featured two works by the Polish-Russian composer
Miezysław Weinberg: Clarinet Sonata, Op. 28, and the Piano Quintet, Op. 18, both
of which also appear on the group’s Grammy-nominated album On the Threshold
of Hope. In the audience was Weinberg’s daughter Victoria Bishops, who has 
lived in Tel Aviv with her mother Olga (Weinberg’s first wife) since the early 1970s.
The concert provided her with a rare opportunity to hear her father’s chamber
music, which has yet to establish itself in Israel.

Weinberg, who until ten to fifteen years ago was relatively unknown in the West, 
is now considered one of the most significant figures in 20th century Russian
music; indeed, some include him in a triumvirate with Shostakovich, a close 
friend, and Prokofiev. Weinberg composed both the Clarinet Sonata and Piano
Quintet around the mid-1940s, by which time he had fled Nazi occupied Poland. 
He eventually found refuge in Moscow, thanks in great part to Shostakovich.

Less than 10 years later he was arrested by the NKVD (the Soviet secret police) 
as part of Stalin’s anti-Semitic crackdown. There was a very real fear that both 
he and Olga were in jeopardy. Shostakovich, at enormous personal risk, appealed 
to Stalin’s security chief, Lavrenti Beria, while Shostakovich’s wife, Nina Vasilyevna,
was given power of attorney for the Weinbergs’ seven-year-old daughter Vitosha
(Victoria) as well as the family’s possessions.

Weinberg’s works were an obvious choice to include in The ARC Ensemble’s Music
in Exile project, an ongoing series that examines the works of composers who 
were forced to flee Europe during Hitler’s reign. In Israel, the project included five
ARC Ensemble concerts – which also presented music by Israeli composer Paul 
Ben-Haim – as well as performances by local musicians; a film series presented 
by the Jerusalem Cinematheque; an international conference held at the historic
Mishkenot Sha’ananim, and the “Banned by the Nazis – Entartete Musik“
exhibition, installed at Tel Aviv University’s Central Library.

THE ARC ENSEMBLE. BACK ROW: STEVEN DANN, BRYAN EPPERSON,
JOAQUIN VALDEPEÑAS. FRONT ROW: BENJAMIN BOWMAN, MARIE BÉRARD,
ERIKA RAUM, DIANNE WERNER, DAVID LOUIE.

The ARC Ensemble 
Grammy-nominated Group
Tours Israel

Weinberg was released shortly after Stalin’s death 
on March 5th, 1953, and the power of attorney forms
were burned in a celebratory reunion of the Weinberg
and Shostakovich families. The two composers
maintained a long-lived and supportive musical and
personal relationship, playing through one another’s
works and offering encouragement and comment.
The ARC Ensemble met Victoria after the Tel Aviv
performance. It was one of those rare occasions when
a concert provides musicians with a context and 
a palpable link to a source and place. The performance
clearly held a special meaning for Victoria as well. 
It was a unique and profound moment in The ARC
Ensemble’s tour.  

The ARC Ensemble's next recording, devoted to chamber
music by the Israeli composer Paul Ben-Haim will 
be released on the Chandos label in the fall of 2013.
It includes the premiere recording of his Piano Quartet,
last heard in a 1932 broadcast. In addition to its
Toronto engagements, the ensemble's concerts include
its debut at London's Wigmore Hall, a return visit 
to Amsterdam's Concertgebouw and performances 
at the Stratford Festival.

• FOR CONCERT DATES OR TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE ARC ENSEMBLE, please visit
www.arcensemble.com or to support the Ensemble,
please contact Krista O’Donnell at 416.408.2824
x458 or krista.odonnell@rcmusic.ca or visit
www.rcmusic.ca/donate

The Royal Conservatory rcmusic.ca
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Remembering
a Mother’s Love of Music
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Sylvia Cockram Hosack sang her way through life. In the 1940s, Sylvia
studied at The Conservatory under the tutelage of the “Dean of
Canadian composers,” Healey Willan. She graduated with an ARCT
diploma from The Royal Conservatory in vocal studies in 194  8, the
highest distinction attainable.   

“My mother always spoke of her time
here as the best time of her life. She
was very proud to have had 
a singing career,” recalls her daughter,
Jenifer McDonald. She was in the
company of giants, often regaling
the family with stories of being
accompanied by a colourful young
pianist—Glenn Gould. As the
University of Toronto's organist, and
the talented Precentor at St. Mary
Magdalene Church, Willan helped

instill a love of music in his young charge, which would play a strong
role in her life. Sylvia sang in and then directed church choirs and
passed that passion onto her children, teaching them to sing and play
the piano.

When Jenifer and her husband Stephen wanted to honour Sylvia after
she passed away, they knew exactly where to go. “The Conservatory 
is where her soul was,” says Jenifer. It was the place where her passion
for music was born and nurtured, and it was the perfect place to pay
tribute to her life. And if she was still here, she would have loved to
have seen the new building, Jenifer muses—especially the magnificent
Koerner Hall. 

Jenifer and Stephen decided to make a gift that would allow them 
to permanently remember Sylvia’s life and acknowledge her love
of music by naming four seats in Koerner Hall in her honour. Naming a
seat was an easy choice, as it also allowed Jenifer and Stephen’s gift
to have the broadest impact on the work of The Conservatory. The Seat
Sale in Koerner Hall supports all aspects of The Conservatory’s mission
to develop human potential through leadership in music and arts
education. 

  Seat Ad

NAME A SEAT IN KOERNER HALL
Demonstrate your passion for music and the arts by
putting your name, or that of a loved one, on a seat in
Koerner Hall.

Koerner Hall attracts the world's leading performers and
gives Conservatory students a spectacular stage on
which to make their debuts.

When you name a seat, you will be linked in perpetuity
to this exceptional venue and to a Canadian symbol 
of artistic excellence.

Become a permanent part of The Royal Conservatory and
help share in our journey to foster a society where arts
and culture can thrive.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SEAT SALE, contact
416.408.2824 x457 or nameyourseat@rcmusic.ca
or visit www.rcmusic.ca/donate
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Discover the TELUS Centre 
for Performance and Learning

 koeRneR hAll

This 1,135 seat concert hall was designed in the tradition of Europe’s great concert
venues and built to provide an exquisite listening environment for all genres of music. 

leslIe AnD AnnA DAn GAlleRIAs

Serving as lobbies to Koerner Hall, the spectacular Leslie and Anna Dan Gallerias
feature floor-to-ceiling glass walls and breathtaking views of Philosopher's Walk,
the Royal Ontario Museum, and downtown Toronto.

IhnAToWYCz hAll

At the heart of The Royal Conservatory is Ihnatowycz Hall. Constructed in 1881, 
the historic building encompasses a range of restored and new areas for learning,
performance, and administrative activities.

MAzzolenI ConCeRT hAll

Renovated in 1996, this 237-seat concert hall has exceptional acoustics and 
a warm ambience, making it one of the rare Canadian venues in which to hear
orchestral music and recitals in an intimate setting.

ConseRvAToRY TheATRe 

Overlooking Bloor Street, this multipurpose theatre provides performance, rehearsal
and classroom space for students and faculty.

  The Royal Conservatory’s TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning has
won numerous awards for its outstanding architecture. Here, we are pleased
to share a closer look at our spectacular home.
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TOP: KOERNER HALL BOTTOM: MAZZOLENI HALL
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RUpeRT eDWARDs lIBRARY 

The growing collection of The Rupert Edwards Library currently
totals over 20,000 scores, 6,000 books, 21,000 CDs, and 700
DVDs, and also maintains archival information chronicling the
125-year history of The Conservatory.

60 neW pRACTICe sTUDIos 

The new studios feature wooden floors, acoustically-tuned
walls and excellent sound separation between studios.

15 neW ClAssRooMs 

The rooms feature large windows to let in natural light and are
fully wired with data ports for individual computers.

TeChnoloGY AnD neW MeDIA lAB

The laboratory features the latest software and technology to
enhance and expand students’ musical studies

We hope that you will have a chance to visit the TELUS
Centre for Performance and Learning and see 
The Royal Conservatory’s great new home for yourself!

Acousticians – Robert Essert, Sound Space Design with Aercoustics
Engineeering Ltd.

Theatre Consultant – Anne Minors Performance Consultants

TOP: LESLIE AND ANNA DAN GALLERIAS BOTTOM: PRACTICE STUDIO

The breathtaking design of the TELUS Centre for Performance and
Learning has won numerous awards since its inception.

2012 Civic Trust Awards / Civic Trust
International Award

2011 American Institute of Architects /
Committee on Architecture for
Education, Educational Facilities
Design Award

2010 Governor General's Medal 
for Architecture

2010 Canadian Interiors / 
Best of Canada, Project Winner

2010 Chicago Athenaeum / International
Architecture Award

2010 Heritage Toronto / Award 
of Excellence, Architectural
Conservation & Craftsmanship
Category

2010 Ontario Association of Architects /
Award of Excellence

2010 Pug Awards / Best
Commercial/Institutional Project

2010 Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada / National Urban 
Design Award

2010 United States Institute of Theatre
Technology / Honour Award

2009 Canadian Wood Council / Merit
Award

2009 Canadian Wood Council / Wood
WORKS! Interior Wood Design
Award

2009 Canadian Architect / Award 
of Excellence

motif



2013 promises to be an exciting year 
of performance!
The Royal Conservatory’s Koerner Hall concert season is the living
embodiment of tradition in evolution. Back in 1886, when The
Conservatory was founded, Canadians could not have begun to
conceive of the breadth of musical styles presented by The Royal
Conservatory today. Famous Conservatory alumnus Glenn Gould, 
on the other hand, would likely have had no difficulty imagining 
the scope of music available this concert season. His venturesome
spirit would recognize that classical, jazz, world, and pop music
played by the world’s finest musicians could easily co-exist in the
magnificent concert hall that The Royal Conservatory has built.  

Of 40 performances that The Royal Conservatory is presenting
between January and May, there are powerful dancers including
Spain’s Noche Flamenca and tap dancer Savion Glover; 
extraordinary virtuosos such as pianists Jan Lisiecki and Jonathan
Biss; singers Buika, Isabel Bayrakdarian, and Jane Monheit; 
one-of-a-kind innovators including “the Devil’s fiddler” Roby
Lakatos and organist Cameron Carpenter; cultural icons like New
Orleans jazzman Allen Toussaint and Brazil’s guitarist/singer Milton
Nascimento; risqué and hilarious cabaret artist Meow Meow; the
world’s top trumpeters pay homage to Dizzy Gillespie; and opera
and recitals by The Royal Conservatory’s own faculty and students. 

It may seem hard to believe, but the Performing Arts team is already
preparing for Koerner Hall’s 5th anniversary concert season, too! 
For the first time, friends of The Royal Conservatory, including donors
and ticket buyers, will receive preview notice of the classical and jazz
performances that Mervon Mehta, Executive Director of Performing
Arts, has in store. This month we will tell you about the classical 
and jazz concerts coming up in the 2013-14 season, and provide an
early opportunity to get the best seats in Koerner Hall. The complete
2013-14 season, including pop and world music concerts, and specially
curated series, will be announced in May 2013. 

FOR THE COMPLETE LIST OF PERFORMANCES AND 
PROGRAM DETAILS, please visit www.performance.rcmusic.ca.
FOR TICKETS, please contact the Weston Family Box Office 
at 416.408.0208.

peRFoRMInG ARTs

18

2012.13 CONCERT 
SEASON

MEOW MEOW

DANILO PÉREZ

BUIKA

ISABEL 
BAYRAKDARIAN

JAN LISIECKI

ALLEN
TOUSSAINT

The Royal Conservatory rcmusic.ca
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Oh, What a Night! 
The 125th Anniversary Royal Occasion, celebrating 125 years 
of excellence in music education

On May 15, 2012, The Royal Conservatory’s signature gala event returned for an
exquisite evening of music, glamour, and celebration in honour of the organization’s
landmark 125th anniversary. Honorary fellowships were extended to Measha
Brueggergosman, one of the world’s finest sopranos, and Leslie Feist, recognized
around the globe as one of Canada’s most gifted singer-songwriters. Our heartfelt
thanks go to the evening’s presenting sponsor, TELUS, and to our sponsors and
supporters who made this such an unforgettable event, Aastra Technologies, 
BMO, D&H, Michael Foulkes, the Globe and Mail, Ian Ihnatowycz and Dr. Marta
Witer, Invesco, KPMB, the Michael and Sonja Koerner Charitable Foundation, Labatt
Breweries of Canada, RBC, Scotiabank, Shiu Pong Developments Limited, TD Bank,
and Marilyn Thomson.

“THIS GALA WAS ABOUT GREAT
ART IMPECCABLY PERFORMED.”
Musical Toronto

Our 2012.13 Season Gala on October 26th
was a spectacular success!

The Royal Conservatory extends its deepest
gratitude to the following supporters of our
From Russia with Love event: presenting
sponsor, BMO Financial Group; Leslie and
Anna Dan, Honorary Patrons; and to the
following supporting sponsors and table
purchasers, Bang & Olufsen, Couture Cuisine,
Russian Standard Vodka, the Canada Eurasia
Russia Business Association, Michael Foulkes,
Philip Taylor, and KPMB Architects, as well as
to our media partner, Classical 96.3 FM. We
also thank all of our ticket purchasers for their
support in contributing to the success of this 
season’s gala. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: MEASHA BRUEGGERGOSMAN, JENS LINDEMANN AND FEIST

ANNA AND LESLIE DAN

VALERY GERGIEV AND THE MARIINSKY THEATRE'S 
STRADIVARIUS ENSEMBLE

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ROYAL OCCASION IN TORONTO
Plans are also underway for another extraordinary evening when 
The Royal Occasion returns to Toronto on Wednesday May 22, 2013.
Watch our website at www.rcmusic.ca for further details.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR SEASON OPENING GALA
Friday, September 28, 2013 marks the opening 
of our fifth season in Koerner Hall with an 
extraordinary concert and gala dinner with five-time 
Tony Award winner, Audra McDonald, star of Broadway’s
Carousel, Ragtime, and Porgy and Bess.

For more information about our fundraising events, sponsorship, 
table or ticket sales, please contact Ingrid Whyte at 416.408.2824 x447
or ingrid.whyte@rcmusic.ca and also watch our website at
www.rcmusic.ca for event updates and news.

MAESTRO VALERY GERGIEV
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THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY
TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning
273 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON  M5S 1W2
Tel: 416.408.2824 x457
Fax: 416.516.7637
Email: giving@rcmusic.ca
Web: www.rcmusic.ca

Charitable Registration   Number: 107935413 RR0001

Be Instrumental
There are many ways to give to The Royal Conservatory. We accept
gifts of cash, cheque, or credit card, both online, in person, or over
the telephone. Consider a gift of securities that has significant 
tax benefits, or our monthly giving program that will automatically
deduct a small amount from your credit card or bank account 
each month.

We thank you for your commitment to The Royal Conservatory and 
we hope that you will continue to support the organization 
and its mission. Your gifts make a world of difference to the work
that is accomplished here, and in many cases make the impossible
possible. 

We would love to hear from you and we hope that we will be able
to share your inspirational stories in future editions of Motif.  

vIsIT Us onlIne AT
WWW.RCMUsIC.CA
•MAKE A GIFT to The Royal Conservatory and 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

• Sign up for the ELECTRONIC VERSION OF MOTIF
• Sign up for our PREMIER LIST to stay in the loop
for news, concerts & classes!

http://www.rcmusic.ca/newsletter-signup
http://www.rcmusic.ca/newsletter-signup
http://www.rcmusic.ca/newsletter-signup
http://www.rcmusic.ca/donate
http://www.rcmusic.ca/donate
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mailto:giving@rcmusic.ca

