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Close to 100 concerts announced for the 2017-18 concert season
Season Gala with beloved film star Bill Murray accompanied by cellist Jan Vogler and friends

Johnny Clegg – The Final Journey World Tour

TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz features a six-concert gumbo of some of the ‘ingredients’ of jazz, 
including a reunion of iconic South Africans Hugh Masekela and Abdullah Ibrahim 
Violin superstar Joshua Bell makes his Koerner Hall debut

The Glenn Gould School celebrates 20 years 

and the Royal Conservatory Orchestra is conducted by Gábor Takács-Nagy,

Tania Miller, Leon Fleisher, and Johannes Debus

Two all-female concert series: Invesco Piano Concerts 

and the third edition of Quiet Please, There’s A Lady On Stage
Seminal 20th century work, The Rite of Spring, alongside 21st century pieces

by Philip Glass and Bryce Dessner performed by the Labèque sisters

Stellar vocalists include Canadians Barbara Hannigan and Gerald Finley, 

along with a special Valentine’s Day recital featuring British tenor Ian Bostridge
Cellists Gautier Capuçon, Nicolas Altstaedt, and Clemens Hagen make their Koerner Hall debuts

30th anniversary of Amici Chamber Ensemble with Isabel Bayrakdarian

Bernstein @ 100 celebrated by

Jamie Bernstein, Sebastian Knauer, Wallis Giunta, and The Royal Conservatory’s

very own ARC Ensemble (Artists of The Royal Conservatory)

Angela Hewitt performs an all Bach program,

Ian Bostridge with Julius Drake an all Schubert program,

and Clemens Hagen with Kirill Gerstein an all Beethoven program
Jordi Savall returns to Koerner Hall with a new program of Celtic music

World Music concerts feature DakhaBrakha, the 50th anniversary of Inti-Illimani with Nano Stern, 

Crosscurrents with Zakir Hussain and Dave Holland, Javier Limón’s Paco de Lucía Project, 

and the returns of Diego El Cigala, Yasmin Levy, and the New Canadian Global Music Orchestra

Music Mix concerts include Max Raabe and Palast Orchester in their fourth appearance in Koerner Hall, Skratch Bastid & DJ Jazzy Jeff, and the debuts of Holly Cole and Black Arm Band
Music On Film returns for the 5th consecutive year
21C Music Festival returns for fifth installment in May 2018
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THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC’S 
2017-18 CONCERT SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Peter Simon, Michael and Sonja Koerner President & CEO of The Royal Conservatory of Music, Mervon Mehta, Executive Director of Performing Arts, and James Anagnoson, Dean of The Glenn Gould School, revealed today the details of the ninth concert season since the opening of Koerner Hall in 2009.

“This richly diverse, genre-crossing concert season demonstrates the commitment of The Royal Conservatory to promoting the finest talent from Canada and the world and inspiring people through music,” says Dr. Peter Simon.  “It is gratifying that Canada’s Koerner Hall is acknowledged by the world’s leading artists as one of the finest in the world today and an important point of distinction for our city.”

Mervon Mehta said: “In our ninth season of concerts in Koerner Hall, we welcome artists from over 30 countries; our piano series is an all-female affair; some of our closest friends – Johnny Clegg, Yuja Wang, and Max Raabe –return while over 40 artists make their debuts with us. Our philosophy remains the same as it did when we began on September 25, 2009: to present the finest artists from around the world and from across Canada in one of the world’s great concert halls. We are thrilled that Koerner Hall has become home to a wide range of music that can include local Juno Award winners Okavango on one night, violin superstar Joshua Bell on another, and South African legend Hugh Masekela on a third. Of course, none of this would be possible without our curious and adventurous audience who fill the hall night after night. To them we offer our sincerest thanks.”    

      
Two concerts in the upcoming season are already sold out – the Season Gala with beloved film star Bill Murray accompanied by cellist Jan Vogler and friends and the re-scheduled appearance of pianist Daniil Trifonov.

Much-loved South African musician Johnny Clegg, who has sold out Koerner Hall on three previous occasions, will appear at The Conservatory one last time in October. Diagnosed with cancer in 2015, he has decided to embark on his last tour, stopping at his favorite places and venues, which include Toronto and Koerner Hall.  
TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz series features a six-concert gumbo of some of the ‘ingredients’ of jazz, such as African and Latin rhythms, the blues, the Great American Songbook, swing, and bebop. The performers include the Miles Electric Band, Latin pianists Alfredo Rodríguez and Danilo Pérez, powerful vocalist Dianne Reeves, iconic South African jazz instrumentalists Hugh Masekela and Abdullah Ibrahim in their reunion after almost 60 years, American pianist Gerald Clayton who made a memorable Koerner Hall debut in the unforgettable Oscar @ 90 concert in 2015, as well as the return of The Hot Sardines and the debut by Flávia Nascimento.

The Glenn Gould School, The Royal Conservatory of Music’s internationally recognized centre for professional training in music performance at the post-secondary and post-bachelor levels, celebrates 20 years during the 2017-18 concert season with a unique performance of the complete Rachmaninov Preludes in the Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase in April. Additionally, The Conservatory has launched Resounding! The Campaign for The Glenn Gould School, through which it will engage the community in reflecting on the incredible successes of the past 20 years and seek support for the next 20 years and beyond. The four Royal Conservatory Orchestra performances will be conducted by friends Gábor Takács-Nagy, Tania Miller, Ihnatowycz Chair in Piano Leon Fleisher, and Johannes Debus. 
The Conservatory presents two all-female concert series: Invesco Piano Concerts, featuring Canadian Angela Hewitt, French sisters Katia and Marielle Labèque, Georgian Khatia Buniatishvili, Italian Beatrice Rana, and Chinese Yuja Wang, and the third edition of Quiet Please, There’s A Lady On Stage with the returns of Lisa Fischer, Angélique Kidjo, and Fatoumata Diawara (with special guest, Juno Award-winning Okavango), and the debuts of Calypso Rose (accompanied by Toronto’s Kobo Town), and Canadian chanteuse Emilie-Claire Barlow.

Sibling duo pianists Katia and Marielle Labèque will present the original version of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring, as well as recent works by Bryce Dessner (from The National) and Philip Glass. 

Stellar vocalists include Canadians Barbara Hannigan in her long-awaited Koerner Hall debut and Gerald Finley in his long-awaited return to the Hall, as well as a special Valentine’s Day recital featuring British tenor Ian Bostridge. Both Finley and Bostridge will be accompanied by one of the finest instrumentalists in his field, Julius Drake.
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Cellists Gautier Capuçon, Nicolas Altstaedt, and Clemens Hagen make their Koerner Hall debuts accompanied by equally formidable pianists Jérôme Ducros, Fazil Say, and Kirill Gerstein, respectively. 
Anniversary celebrations include the 30th anniversary of Amici Chamber Ensemble with Isabel Bayrakdarian playing some of the Ensemble’s favourite pieces from their impressive career, and Bernstein @ 100 celebrated by

Sebastian Knauer, Bernestein’s daughter Jamie Bernstein, Conservatory alumna Wallis Giunta, and The Conservatory’s very own ARC Ensemble (Artists of The Royal Conservatory).
Spanish viol master Jordi Savall returns to Koerner Hall with his ensemble, Hespèrion XXI, as well as the Galician bagpiper Carlos Núñez, in a special program titled “Celtic Universe” – a musical dialogue between ancient, historical, and modern traditions of north and south Europe: Ireland, Scotland, the French Brittany, Galicia, and the Basque Country.

World Music concerts feature Ukrainian “ethnic chaos” band DakhaBrakha, the 50th anniversary of legendary Chilean band Inti-Illimani with fellow Chilean singer-songwriter Nano Stern, Crosscurrents with tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain and jazz bassist Dave Holland, the New Canadian Global Music Orchestra in their second appearance in Koerner Hall, the returns of flamenco guitarist Diego El Cigala and Israeli-Spanish singer-songwriter Yasmin Levy. Additionally, Javier Limón’s Paco de Lucía Project brings together the original band members that toured with the legendary flamenco guitarist for the last 10 years of his career.

Music Mix concerts include the dashing, dapper, and debonair Max Raabe with his Palast Orchester in their fourth appearance in Koerner Hall. Canada’s own turntable champion and crowd favourite Skratch Bastid, who last appeared at The Conservatory with the Afiara String Quartet during the 21C Music Festival in 2015, brings his friend DJ Jazzy Jeff for an evening of turntable madness. Other highlights of the series are the debuts of Canadian jazz singer Holly Cole and Aboriginal Australian and Torres Strait Islander music theatre organisation, Black Arm Band. Finally, after the success of Piaf! The Show, which sold out Koerner Hall in 2015, the same ensemble brings the charm of Paris to Koerner Hall again with a brand new program titled PARIS! Le Spectacle. 
Over the past three seasons, several concerts have been livestreamed as part of “Live at Koerner Hall” online concerts. In its ninth season, Koerner Hall will continue streaming select performances, ensuring that Canadians from coast-to-coast have access to the finest ‘live’ concert experience. 

For the fifth consecutive season, the Music On Film series takes place at the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema as Hot Docs and The Royal Conservatory together showcase inspiring music documentaries that explore different musical genres, followed by post-screening discussions and performances with film makers and accomplished musicians led by Mervon Mehta, Executive Director of Performing Arts at The Royal Conservatory. The films are screened on select Tuesdays in October, November, January, February, March, and April. 

21C Music Festival will return for its fifth installment in May 2018. It will consist of eight concerts and run May 23-27, 2018. Details of the Festival will be announced in February 2018. 

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
SPECIAL EVENTS

Season Gala: Bill Murray, Jan Vogler, and Friends: New Worlds

The one-and-only Bill Murray will read Hemingway, Whitman, and Mark Twain, dance a tango, and sing on the Koerner Hall stage. An ensemble led by his friend, cellist Jan Vogler, will perform works by Bach, Piazzolla, Ravel, and Bernstein, in this evening where music and literature meet. While the concert is sold out, some gala dinner packages are still available by calling 416.408.2824 x536. These include a three-course dinner, premium seating in Koerner Hall for the performance, and a champagne and dessert reception with the artists.

Season Gala Presenting Sponsor: BMO

Daniil Trifonov

“Mr. Trifonov has scintillating technique and a virtuosic flair.” (The New York Times) The pianist will perform works by Chopin and variations on his compositions. This concert, which was rescheduled from March 2017, is sold out and tickets purchased for the original date are valid for this concert.  

Sponsored by Invesco

Supported by an anonymous donor

Media partner: Classical 96.3 FM
Johnny Clegg – The Final Journey World Tour

Nearly 40 years after he began one of music’s most remarkable careers, Johnny Clegg is embarking on his final world tour, titled The Final Journey. Clegg was diagnosed with cancer in 2015 and underwent chemotherapy treatment and, as he is in remission, he has decided to use this opportunity to perform a final set of concerts to thank his fans for their support. The tour will be built around Clegg’s unparalleled repertoire of songs which began with the release of Juluka’s Universal Men in 1979 and continued through the Savuka years and his more recent solo work.

The Glenn Gould School celebrates 20 years! 

The Glenn Gould School (GGS) was created in 1997 with a vision to become the only music school in Canada focused on performance training for the most gifted young musicians. In 20 years, the accomplishments of GGS graduates have been extraordinary: they are performing in the greatest concert halls around the world, winning chairs in major orchestras in Canada and abroad, and repeatedly distinguishing themselves in international competitions. In this celebratory year, the GGS wants to share all of the accomplished musicians in action in special student and faculty concerts throughout the season and, in honour of this occasion, GGS piano students will present a unique performance of the complete Rachmaninov Preludes in the Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase in April. Additionally, The Conservatory has launched Resounding! The Campaign for The Glenn Gould School, through which it will engage the community in reflecting on the incredible successes of the past 20 years and seeking support for the next 20 years and beyond. 
Season Gala: Bill Murray, Jan Vogler, and Friends: New Worlds

Friday, October 13, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; PERFORMANCE SOLD OUT
For more information about GALA DINNER packages, please call 416.408.2824 x536.
Johnny Clegg – The Final Journey World Tour
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $55-$105
Daniil Trifonov
Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; SOLD OUT
The Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 7:30pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; $15
Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST
Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
QUIET PLEASE, THERE’S A LADY ON STAGE

The third season of the popular concert series, inspired by great Australian songwriter Peter Allen’s song, “Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage,” returns with an array of old Koerner Hall friends – Lisa Fischer, Angélique Kidjo, and Fatoumata Diawara – as well as spectacular new divas. 

Lisa Fischer & Grand Baton

Lisa Fischer’s voice is described by Keith Richards as “powerful as the rest of the guys put together.” The powerhouse vocalist has performed at every Rolling Stones concert since 1989, graced shows by artists that include Luther Vandross, Tina Turner, and Nine Inch Nails, and was featured in the Oscar-winning documentary film, 20 Feet From Stardom. She returns to Koerner Hall after her sold out show in January of 2016.
Sponsored by TD Bank Group

Emilie-Claire Barlow

Canada’s vocal jazz jewel leads her stellar band through innovative arrangements of the Great American Songbook treasures, rhythmic bossa novas, and elegant ballads. This concert will also feature music from Barlow’s 2017 CD recording with her trademark relaxed, polished demeanour, charming humour, and voice of unforgettable beauty.

Calypso Rose with Kobo Town

Together, calypso and soca living legend, Calypso Rose, and nu-calypso pioneers, Kobo Town, create a lively Caribbean party. Calypso Rose is a true people’s diva who has been giving rousing performances since the 1950s and was recently awarded the Best Artist in the Americas category by Songlines magazine. Toronto’s Kobo Town takes a fresh approach to the old school calypso of Trinidad and Tobago.

Presented in association with Small World Music

Angélique Kidjo

TIME has called Grammy Award-winning singer, dancer, and songwriter Angélique Kidjo “Africa’s premier diva.” She roves across boundaries, genres, and ethnicities, and her songs embrace rhythm & blues, soul music, jazz, and Beninese melodies, as well as her own original works with “irresistible energy and joie de vivre.” (Los Angeles Times)

Fatoumata Diawara and Okavango

Fatoumata Diawara draws elements of jazz and funk into an exquisitely contemporary folk sound – refracting the rocking rhythms and plaintive melodies of her ancestral Wassoulou tradition through an instinctive pop sensibility. Fatou’s warm voice and rhythmical guitar playing is centre stage following a set by 2017 Juno Award-winning group Okavango.

Presented in association with Batuki Music

Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage media partners are Jazz.FM91 and NOW

Lisa Fischer & Grand Baton: Friday, December 1, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $45-$100
Emilie-Claire Barlow: Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 7pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$85
Calypso Rose with Kobo Town: Friday, January 26, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $35-$80
Angélique Kidjo: Saturday, March 3, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $45-$95
Fatoumata Diawara and Okavango: Thursday, April 12, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $35-$85
Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Series subscription starts at only $159.50
All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST
Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
TD JAZZ: ROOTS OF JAZZ
Series sponsored by TD Bank Group

Since the inaugural season of concerts in Koerner Hall, Mervon Mehta, Executive Director of Performing Arts, has curated jazz concerts around a particular theme, and this season is devoted to exploring the roots of jazz. This six-concert gumbo will be cooked with some of the tasty ingredients of jazz – African and Latin rhythms, the blues, the Great American Songbook, swing, and bebop.

Miles Electric Band (Fusion) 
The Miles Electric Band has powered onto the jazz scene, breathing new life into the music of Davis’s electric period (1969-75) when he released the albums Bitches Brew, On The Corner, and Jack Johnson. Contemporaries of Davis who played with him and a whole new generation of musicians who continue to push the cultural envelope forward, with an eclectic fusion of jazz, rock, hip hop, and world music, are proving that the music of Miles will always transcend space and time.

Danilo Pérez Trio and Alfredo Rodríguez Trio (Latin jazz)

Two of the best Latin jazz pianists and band leaders in the world bring their trios to Koerner Hall for an unforgettable double-bill. Cuban star Rodríguez is a protégé of Quincy Jones and the Panamanian Pérez celebrates the 100th birthday of Thelonious Monk and the 20th anniversary of his album, Panamonk.

Dianne Reeves Quintet (Great American Songbook)
Huffington Post declared Dianne Reeves “one of our generation’s definitive jazz masters, a vocal stylist of extraordinary skill and vivacity.” She is a performer with a gift for imbuing any performance space with the intimacy of a living room, who always gets to the heart of a song and whose powerful, expressive voice has made her one of the pre-eminent jazz vocalists in the world. She returns to Koerner Hall for an evening of vocal jazz classics and Christmas favourites.

Supported by The Cheng Family Fund

Gerald Clayton and Friends (The blues)
Gerald Clayton “has proved himself one of the standout jazz pianists of his generation, possessed of silvery technique and an intent but relaxed way with a phrase.” (The New York Times) The four-time Grammy Award nominated pianist and composer’s music, and the narratives that unfold, are steeped in the blues. He returns to Koerner Hall after a spectacular performance as part of the Oscar @ 90 concert in 2015, this time joined by spoken word artists Carl Hancock Rux and Aja Monet. “Clayton is a pianist of great touch and soulful exposition.” (The New York Times) 
The Hot Sardines and Flávia Nascimento (Cabaret from France and Brazil)
The Hot Sardines’ sound – wartime Paris via New Orleans, or the other way around – takes a blustery brass lineup, layers it over a rhythm section led by a Fats Waller-style stride-piano virtuoso, and ties the whole thing together with singer ‘Miz Elizabeth’ Bougerol, a magnetic frontwoman. The NYC outfit, complete with a tap dancer, has been called

“consistently electrifying live.”(Popmatters) Brazilian Flávia Nascimento began her career as an actress and singer touring Brazil in musical theatre productions. Her favourite music, forró, is rooted in folk dance styles and beats from

northeastern Brazil.

Jazz Epistles featuring Abdullah Ibrahim & Ekaya and Hugh Masekela (African roots)
Iconic South African jazz instrumentalists reunite and perform on the same stage after almost 60 years. With Hugh Masekela on trumpet, Abdullah Ibrahim on piano, and his band Ekaya, the evening will feature music from their seminal Jazz Epistles recording – the first album recorded by a black South African band – alongside music from each of the artist’s illustrious careers in the following years.

For the eighth consecutive season, The Royal Conservatory’s TD Jazz series is sponsored by TD Bank Group
Media partners are JAZZ.FM91 and NOW 

        /2
-2-

TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz 
Miles Electric Band (Fusion) 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $50-$100
Danilo Pérez Trio and Alfredo Rodríguez Trio (Latin jazz)
Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$90
Dianne Reeves Quintet (Great American Songbook)
Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $50-$100
Gerald Clayton and Friends (The blues)
Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
The Hot Sardines and Flávia Nascimento (Cabaret from France and Brazil)
Saturday, April 14, at 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
Jazz Epistles featuring Abdullah Ibrahim & Ekaya and Hugh Masekela (African roots)
Saturday, April 21, at 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Series subscription starts at only $241.50
All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
 WORLD MUSIC CONCERTS
In addition to the overabundance of international artists that appear in other concert series throughout the concert season, The Royal Conservatory welcomes artists from Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cuba, Chile, China, Greece, India, Iran, Israel, Mexico, Pakistan, Peru, Spain, Tibet, Ukraine, the United States, and one Canadian Métis fiddler, in the World Music concert series. 
Flamenco Legends by Javier Limón: The Paco de Lucía Project

Created by 10-time Latin Grammy winner Javier Limón, The Paco de Lucía Project reassembles original band members that toured with the legendary flamenco guitarist for the last 10 years of his career, with de Lucía’s nephew on guitar and dancer Farucco.

Inti-Illimani 50th Anniversary and Nano Stern

Legendary Chilean band Inti-Illimani recorded a new album in Havana to celebrate their 50th anniversary. Their songs, performed on more than 30 wind, string, and percussion instruments, are a treasure for the human spirit, weaving sacred places, people’s carnivals, daily lives, loves, and pains together. Nano Stern is a Chilean singer-songwriter, poet, and multi-instrumentalist, whose songs are outspoken, passionate, and experimental. Championed by the legendary Joan Baez, his love of traditional and revolutionary music is brilliantly layered with Indigenous, African, and European elements.
Presented in association with Small World Music

Yasmin Levy and The Klezmatics

Yasmin Levy returns to Koerner Hall with her “Judeo-Spanish ballads and prayers [that] blend with full-blooded songs of love and loss; Moorish melodies suddenly detour into flamenco rhythms.” (Sunday Times) Inimitable NYC band, The Klezmatics, take one of the wildest approaches to klezmer, blending the traditional dance music and socially conscious lyrics with contemporary rock, funk, and jazz. “The Klezmatics aren’t just the best band in the

klezmer vanguard; on a good night, they can rank among the greatest bands on the planet.” (Time Out New York)

Presented in association with Small World Music

Diego El Cigala

The late Spanish virtuoso flamenco guitarist, Paco de Lucía, once said of El Cigala: “Diego has one of the most beautiful flamenco voices of our time, a voice of sweetness that flows over everything” and The New York Times has called him a “conjurer of impulsiveness and abandon.” This multiple Grammy Award-winning flamenco guitarist has captivated audiences all over the world with his gravelly voice and passionate interpretations, and now returns to Koerner Hall for the third time.
Sponsored by the Consulate General of Spain – Tourism Section 

Supported by Deborah Leibow & Ken Snider

New Canadian Global Music Orchestra and Odessa/Havana

The Royal Conservatory’s New Canadian Global Music Orchestra features top notch musicians from all over the world who now live in Canada. Played on instruments from every corner of the globe, they perform original music which they wrote together and that can, arguably, only be created in Toronto. They are joined by award-winning trumpeter and composer, David Buchbinder, and Grammy Award nominated Cuban piano master, Hilario Durán, with their band, Odessa/Havana, renowned for textured and tuneful music with powerful, swinging, and lyrical playing.

DakhaBrakha

Ukrainian “ethnic chaos” band DakhaBrakha’s concerts are truly a one of a kind experience, blending Ukrainian harmonies, surprising instrumentation, and theatrical flourishes. “The creative quartet from Kiev, Ukraine, makes

music that sounds like nothing I’ve ever heard, with strands of everything I’ve ever heard... they play tight-knit tunes featuring accordion, drums, reeds and shakers while wearing tall, Marge Simpson-looking wool hats that made me jealous.” (NPR)

Presented in association with the Aga Khan Museum

Crosscurrents: Zakir Hussain and Dave Holland

American and Indian jazz meet as legendary tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain and jazz bassist Dave Holland are joined 
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by saxophonist Chris Potter, Bollywood playback vocalist Shankar Mahadevan, one of India’s finest pianists Louis Banks, and renowned guitarist Sanjay Divecha. The Washington Post declared that Hussain’s “virtuosity is barely to be believed” and The Boston Globe said that “Holland is a master bassist and bandleader, one of the most sophisticated composers and arrangers in the jazz world.”

Presented in association with Small World Music


The Royal Conservatory’s World Music series media partners are JAZZ.FM 91 and NOW  

World Music Concerts at The Royal Conservatory 
Flamenco Legends by Javier Limón: The Paco de Lucía Project

Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$100
Inti-Illimani 50th Anniversary and Nano Stern

Friday, October 27, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$90
Yasmin Levy and The Klezmatics

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $45-$110
Diego El Cigala

Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $50-$115
New Canadian Global Music Orchestra and Odessa/Havana

Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $35-$70 
DakhaBrakha

Friday, April 13, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$90
Crosscurrents: Zakir Hussain and Dave Holland

Sunday, April 29, 2018 at 7pm | Koerner Hall; $50-$110
Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Series subscription starts at only $260.25
All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
MUSIC MIX CONCERTS

Holly Cole

“Ms. Cole invented her own niche as a chanteuse” states the The New York Times. She was awarded the prestigious Ella Fitzgerald Award by the Montreal Jazz Festival for “being a singer of significant talent who has had major influence in the international jazz scene,” awarded annually to past recipients such as Diana Krall and Tony Bennett. Ms. Cole and band will be performing all her fan favourites and several wonderful new songs from her soon to be released 12th studio recording. 
PARIS! Le Spectacle

The charm of Paris returns to Koerner Hall. After the success of Piaf! The Show, which sold out Koerner Hall in 2015, we present a brand new program highlighting the greatest French songs of the post-war years. As Françoise, a young girl who dreams of becoming a famous artist in Paris arrives in Montmartre, we are transported to the stages of the great Parisian cabarets of the time. The evening features the songs of Édith Piaf, Maurice Chevalier,

Lucienne Boyer, Charles Trenet, Josephine Baker, Jacques Brel, and many more.

Maple Blues Awards

Join us for the annual all-star concert, awards event, and after party! This celebration of Canada’s blues music features the finest musicians from across Canada representing the most current blues music on the scene, all backed by the renowned Maple Blues Band.

Presented in partnership with the Toronto Blues Society

DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Playlist & Skratch Bastid

Over the past 15 years, Canada’s own turntable champion and crowd favourite, Skratch Bastid, has been steadily taking his craft to new heights and pushing the boundaries of live DJing. His phenomenally successful collaboration with the Afiara String Quartet, Spin Cycle, premiered at Koerner Hall. Skratch returns with a new stereotype-busting, genre-defying show that features west Philadelphia’s DMC Champion and multiple Grammy and American Music Award winner, DJ Jazzy Jeff, known for his wildly successful hip hop duo, DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince, with Will Smith.

Black Arm Band: “Dirtsong”

Black Arm Band is celebrating the past and revolutionising the future of indigenous Australia through music, as the collective’s multimedia performances are sung in 11 Indigenous languages. Their music speaks of endurance, challenge, unity, and the triumph of the spirit when faced with overwhelming adversity.

Max Raabe and Palast Orchester

Dashing, dapper, and debonair, Max Raabe might have walked straight out of the Golden Age of Berlin in the 1920s. With his elegant poise, suave sophistication, and silky-smooth baritone voice, he brings to life the songs and style of a bygone age. “The appeal is the timeless quality in the music, but also the humour,” he says. He meticulously recreates standards as they used to be sung – in formal evening wear, with an orchestra, giving proper credits to the composers – and his deadpan jokes show that Raabe is not only a unique talent but also a very funny man. He and his orchestra return to Koerner Hall for the fourth time. 
Sponsored by Georgian Capital Partners

Songbird North 
Top Canadian songwriters come together with host Blair Packham to perform their music and tell us about the inspiration, the songwriting process, and the stories behind the songs. Each concert in this series, formerly

known as Bluebird North, will feature a different lineup of distinguished musicians.

Presented in partnership with the Songwriters Association of Canada (S.A.C.)

The Royal Conservatory’s Music Mix series media partners are JAZZ.FM 91 and NOW 
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Music Mix Concerts at The Royal Conservatory 
Holly Cole

Friday, November 17, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$85
PARIS! Le Spectacle

Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $49-$100
Songbird North #1 
Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 8pm | Temerty Theatre; $35

Maple Blues Awards 
Monday, January 15, 2018 at 7pm | Koerner Hall; $35-$80
DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Playlist & Skratch Bastid

Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $40-$55
Songbird North #2
Saturday, March 17, 2018 at 8pm | Temerty Theatre; $35

Black Arm Band: “Dirtsong”

Friday, March 23, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $35-$90
Max Raabe and Palast Orchester

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 8pm | Koerner Hall; $45-$100
Songbird North #3
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 8pm | Temerty Theatre; $35

Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Series subscription starts at only $222.60
All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
SUNDAY INTERLUDES
Series supported by Dorothy Cohen Shoichet

The Royal Conservatory is pleased to present the second season of Sunday afternoon concerts that bring a mix of jazz, cabaret, and classical music, all for free. Each concert is 75 minutes long, with no intermission, and is a lovely way to enjoy a Sunday afternoon! Tickets are required and can be reserved starting seven days before each concert date.
Ensemble Made In Canada with Scott St. John

This piano quartet is known for their “dramatic, nuanced, and, where appropriate, playful performances.” (The WholeNote) Angela Park (piano), Elissa Lee (violin), Sharon Wei (viola), and Rachel Mercer (cello) are joined by violin/violist Scott St. John in quartets by Mahler and Suk, and a quintet by Dvořák.

Culture Days Event 

Narek Hakhnazaryan

After winning the Cello First Prize and Gold Medal at the XIV International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2011 at the age of 22, Narek Hakhnazaryan was named a BBC New Generation Artist in 2014. His performances are regularly broadcast on BBC Radio 3.

Francine Kay

New York-based Canadian pianist Francine Kay plays “with such richness of sonority, [and] such refinement.” (Repertoire, France) She will perform Janáček’s Piano Sonata, Schumann’s Fantasiestücke, op.12, Chopin’s Barcarolle, op. 60, and Debussy’s Ondine and L’isle joyeuse.

Rachel Barton Pine

The Washington Post says that violinist Rachel Barton Pine “displays a power and confidence that puts her in the top echelon.” This special appearance sees her perform Mozart’s Sinfonia concertante with students from The Taylor Academy, a set of Paganini Caprices, Mohammed Fairouz’s For Egypt, and a surprise set of her own arrangements. 

Derek Gripper

For over 10 years, Derek Gripper has produced some of South Africa’s most extraordinary works. Drawing on European classical traditions, avant-garde Brazilian music, Malian kora, Cape Town folk, and even Indian classical music, he fuses the country’s disparate creative traditions with styles from around the world. He was recently awarded the Best Artist in the Africa & Middle East category by Songlines magazine.
OKAN

Latin rhythms are spiced up by sultry violin and vocals by this newly formed, all-female Cuban jazz ensemble created by Elizabeth Rodríguez and Magdelys Savigne, both of whom perform with the Juno Award-winning band, Jane Bunnett and Maqueque, and many other groups.

Rolston String Quartet with Robert McDonald

Canada’s Rolston String Quartet, comprised of alumni of The Glenn Gould School, captured the musical world’s attention by winning the 2016 Banff International String Quartet Competition. They will perform Andriessen’s Garden of Eros and Debussy’s String Quartet, and will be joined by pianist Robert McDonald for Schumann’s Piano Quintet in E-flat Major, op. 44.

Medalist from the International Arthur Rubinstein Competition
Hear the 2017 medalist of the Arthur Rubinstein Piano Competition! Past winners include Daniil Trifonov, Emanuel Ax, and Kirill Gerstein, just to name a few.
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Sunday Interludes at The Royal Conservatory 
Ensemble Made In Canada with Scott St. John

Sunday, October 1, 2017 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Part of Culture Days Events
Narek Hakhnazaryan

Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Francine Kay

Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Rachel Barton Pine

Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Derek Gripper

Sunday, February 4, 2018 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
OKAN

Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Rolston String Quartet with Robert McDonald

Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Medalist from the International Arthur Rubinstein Competition

Sunday, May 6, 2018 at 2pm | Mazzoleni Concert Hall; free (ticket required)
Tickets become available seven days prior to the date 

of the performance through the Weston Family Box Office
Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY’S 2017-18 SEASON

CLASSICAL MUSIC CONCERTS

Invesco Piano Concerts

Series sponsored by Invesco

For the ninth consecutive season, Invesco is the sponsor of the piano recitals. This season the series features six female pianists. 
Angela Hewitt 

Angela Hewitt returns to Koerner Hall for her third appearance with an all Johann Sebastian Bach program, which is part of her three-year exploration of the composer. The alumna of The Royal Conservatory has been described by The New York Times as “one of those rare musicians who seem to get something into their heads and hearts and find it at their fingertips instantaneously” and by The Sunday Times as “one of the reliably mesmerizing musicians of the day ... [and] the complete performer.”
Sponsored by Alexanian Flooring
Khatia Buniatishvili 

Khatia Buniatishvili has been recognized by London's Evening Standard for her “jaw-dropping virtuoso technique.” She has been a BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artist and collaborated with Coldplay, violin virtuoso Renaud Capuçon, and renowned orchestras under batons of conductors Zubin Mehta and Charles Dutoit. In her return engagement at Koerner Hall, she will perform works by Liszt and Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. 

Supported by Brayton Polka

Beatrice Rana 

Beatrice Rana came to public attention in 2011 after winning First Prize and all special jury prizes at the Montreal International Music Competition. Her very promising career was brought to an even higher level in 2013 when she won the Silver Medal and the Audience Award at the 14th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. In September 2015, she was named a BBC New Generation Artist and, in April 2016, she was awarded a fellowship from the Borletti-Buitoni Trust. She will perform works by Schumann, Ravel, and Stravinsky.

Presented in association with the Istituto Italiano di Cultura

Yuja Wang 

Returning for her fourth Koerner Hall appearance, Yuja Wang is widely recognized for playing that combines the spontaneity and fearless imagination of youth with the discipline and precision of a mature artist. According to the San Francisco Chronicle, she is “quite simply, the most dazzlingly, uncannily gifted pianist in the concert world today, and there’s nothing left to do but sit back, listen and marvel at her artistry.”

Katia and Marielle Labèque 

Sibling duo pianists Katia and Marielle Labèque, renowned for their ensemble of synchronicity and energy, have been described by The New York Times as “the best piano duo in front of an audience today.” They will present the original version of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring, as well as recent works by Bryce Dessner (from The National) and Philip Glass. 

Presented in association with Alliance Française de Toronto

String Concerts
Series supported by David G. Broadhurst
Three electrifying cellists, accompanied by formidable piano partners, make their Koerner Hall debuts, in addition to superstar violinist Joshua Bell also in his debut performance. 
Joshua Bell with Alessio Bax

Called “consistently dazzling” by New Yorker, violinist Joshua Bell “does nothing less than tell human beings why

they bother to live” according to Interview Magazine. As one of the world’s most beloved virtuosos and a classical music superstar, Bell transfixes audiences with his superb mastery, passionate readings, and warm, richly nuanced tone. Pianist Alessio Bax creates a “ravishing listening experience.” (The Independent) Their program will include selections by Stravinsky, Grieg, and Brahms.

Sponsored by TD Bank Group
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Nicolas Altstaedt with Fazil Say

German-French cellist Nicolas Altstaedt is renowned worldwide for his creativity and versatility, and has been called “compelling” by The New York Times. Born and raised in Turkey, pianist Fazıl Say “is a formidable and curious composer and performer, wholly capable of bringing freshness and a new light to music that we have heard many times before.” (Bachtrack) These two brilliant soloist present a program of Debussy, Janáček, Shostakovich, and an original Fazil Say Sonata.
Sponsored by b espresso bar 
Supported by

Efnan Abacioglu

Forest Hill Real Estate Inc. Brokerage

Clemens Hagen with Kirill Gerstein

Austrian cellist Clemens Hagen, best known as a member of the esteemed Hagen Quartet, and Russian-born pianist Kirill Gerstein will present an all-Beethoven concert. Gerstein has been described as “brilliant, perceptive and stunningly fresh” by The New York Times.

Gautier Capuçon with Jérôme Ducros

French cellist Gautier Capuçon is a true 21st century ambassador for the cello. “It’s the rare performer who can bring such ease and refinement to this music, while still giving everything he plays a sense of dramatic urgency,” declared the San Francisco Chronicle. With Jérôme Ducros, he will perform sonatas by Brahms and Rachmaninov, as well as some of their favourite French and Russian pieces. 

Supported by an anonymous donor 

Presented in association with Alliance Française de Toronto
Chamber Music
Series generously supported by David G. Broadhurst
Khachaturian Trio

Critics have praised this Armenian ensemble’s virtuoso performances, subtle sense of style, warm sound, and deep musicality. Named after Armenian composer Aram Khachaturian, the trio, comprised of Armine Grigorian (piano), Karen Shahgaldian (violin), and Karen Kocharian (cello), makes its Canadian debut with a program of works by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov, Khachaturian, and Arno Babajanian.

Sponsored by Alexanian Flooring 
Supported by The Armenian Community Centre and Hamazkayin Cultural Association

Janine Jansen, Martin Fröst, Torleif Thedéen, and Lucas Debargue

Accolades abound for these four musicians. According to The New York Times, Janine Jansen’s violin playing is “a tantalizing dance of colours and textures.” “Until you’ve heard Martin Fröst, you really haven’t heard the clarinet,” states The Times. Fröst has also just been named as Chief Conductor of the Swedish Chamber Orchestra for a three-year term from the beginning of the 2019/20 season. Swedish cellist Torleif Thedéen is described by the Irish Times as “musically arresting and technically commanding.” In 2015, French pianist Lucas Debargue became the most talked about artist of the International Tchaikovsky Competition where, despite placing fourth, he earned the coveted Moscow Music Critics’ Award. Together, they will perform Olivier Messiaen’s ground-breaking Quartet for the End of Time and other works. 

Supported by an anonymous donor
Presented in association with Alliance Française de Toronto
Takács Quartet

The New York Times lauded the Takács Quartet for “revealing the familiar as unfamiliar, making the most traditional of works feel radical once more,” and the Financial Times has written, “even in the most fiendish repertoire these players show no fear, injecting the music with a heady sense of freedom.” The Quartet returns for their fourth Koerner Hall appearance after their last sold-out concert with Hollywood superstar Meryl Streep, with works by Haydn, Shostakovich, and Beethoven.
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Bernstein @ 100 featuring Jamie Bernstein, Wallis Giunta, Sebastian Knauer, and 
the ARC Ensemble

This concert will be a joyful celebration of Leonard Bernstein, conductor of the New York Philharmonic, lecturer, and composer of scores for West Side Story, On the Town, and other popular musicals, on the occasion of his centenary. His daughter, Jamie, will regale the audience with stories and photos of her father while The Conservatory’s own ARC Ensemble (Artists of The Royal Conservatory), pianist Sebastian Knauer, and sensational Canadian mezzo-soprano and Conservatory alumna Wallis Giunta play a retrospective of his Broadway and chamber works. 

Supported in memory of Gary Miles

Amici Chamber Ensemble 30th Anniversary with Isabel Bayrakdarian and Friends

Celebrate Amici Chamber Ensemble’s 30th anniversary with a program featuring some of their favourite repertoire, including works by Brahms, Beethoven, and Bernstein. They have invited Conservatory alumna Isabel Bayrakdarian, who possesses “a soprano voice that combines lyricism with remarkable dramatic instincts,” (Time) Royal Conservatory faculty members, principals from the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, and winners of the Glenn Gould School Chamber Competition, to join the celebration.

Presented in honour of R.S. Williams & Sons Company Ltd.

Jordi Savall and Hespèrion XXI with Carlos Núñez

One of early music’s living legends, Spanish viol master Jordi Savall returns to Koerner Hall with his ensemble, Hespèrion XXI. This time, they are accompanied by Galician bagpiper Carlos Núñez in a special program titled “Celtic Universe.” The evening will be a musical dialogue between ancient, historical, and modern traditions of north and south Europe: Ireland, Scotland, the French Brittany, Galicia, and the Basque Country.

Vocal Concerts

Series supported by an anonymous donor
Barbara Hannigan with Reinbert de Leeuw

Canadian Barbara Hannigan is renowned as a soprano and a conductor of vital, fearless, and expressive force. In her Koerner Hall debut, she will perform works from the Second Viennese School, where new musical language was developed through collaboration between composers, writers, and artists in the salons and cafes of Vienna. The program features works by Alban Berg, Anton Webern, Alma Mahler, Hugo Wolf, and others.

Ian Bostridge with Julius Drake

After Ian Bostridge’s Koerner Hall debut, Tamara Bernstein wrote in The Globe and Mail, “I’ve heard Bostridge in several Canadian halls now – two of them excellent – but the Koerner takes the cake. You felt that singer and hall were part of the same instrument – the hall a huge, wooden resonating chamber that allowed the singer to dare anything, even the softest pianissimos.” The acclaimed English tenor is well known for his performances as an opera singer and as a song recitalist, and his recordings have won all the major international record prizes. For his special Valentine’s Day concert, with “the peerless Julius Drake at the piano” (The Times), he will perform an all Franz Schubert program, including Goethe Lieder.

Gerald Finley with Julius Drake

Grammy Award-winning Canadian baritone Gerald Finley “possesses a warm, glowing baritone with generous low range and silken top notes, as well as a knack for spinning out long and smooth legato lines. But just as important, he is an intelligent and committed actor.” (The New York Times) He makes his long-awaited return to Koerner Hall to perform Beethoven and Schubert, Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov Romances, as well as selections from favourite folksongs, accompanied by Julius Drake.
Supported by Sue Mortimer
The Royal Conservatory’s Classical Music Concerts media partner is Classical 96.3FM. 
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Student, Faculty, and Visiting Artists Concerts

James Anagnoson, Dean of The Royal Conservatory’s Glenn Gould School, is proud to present another season of concerts in Koerner Hall, the beautifully restored Mazzoleni Concert Hall in historic Ihnatowycz Hall, the heritage wing of the TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning, as well as Temerty Theatre. 
Said Anagnoson: “The Glenn Gould School, in its extraordinary 20th anniversary year, will once again present an array of talent in Mazzoleni Masters, Songmasters, the Discovery Series, The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists, and the Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert Series – which feature the faculty, students, and friends of The Glenn Gould School.” 

Royal Conservatory Orchestra & Opera
Part of the Temerty Orchestral Program

RCO series sponsored by the RBC Emerging Artists Project

RCO Pre-concert Talks sponsored by Woldwide Quest
The Royal Conservatory Orchestra (RCO), part of the Temerty Orchestral Program, is widely regarded as an outstanding ensemble and one of the best training orchestras in North America, and consists of instrumental students in the Performance Diploma Program and Artist Diploma Program of The Glenn Gould School. Graduates have joined the ranks of the greatest orchestras in the world, including the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, the BBC Orchestra, the Quebec Symphony Orchestra, the Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Calgary Philharmonic, Tafelmusik, the Hallé Orchestra of Manchester, the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, and Leipzig Gewandhaus. 

During the 2017-18 season Hungarian violinist, conductor, and founder of the legendary Takács String Quartet, Gábor Takács-Nagy, returns to conduct the RCO in a program of Mendelssohn’s The Hebrides Overture and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4, with Glenn Gould School student León Bernsdorf performing Liszt’s Piano

Concerto No. 1. 
Maestra Tania Miller, whose “experience and charisma are audible” according to the Hartford Courant, leads the Orchestra in the world premiere of Michael Oesterle’s Home and the 1947 version of Stravinsky’s Petrushka, with Sae Yoon Chon playing Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 2. 
Legendary pianist, conductor, and Ihnatowycz Chair in Piano at The Royal Conservatory, Leon Fleisher, celebrates his 90th birthday in 2018. He will conduct the RCO in works by Beethoven and Sibelius, as well as the Four Last Songs by Richard Strauss, sung by soprano Jocelyn Fralick. 
Canadian Opera Company Music Director, Johannes Debus, conducts a concert of well-loved music from the theatre, including Berlioz’s “Scène d’amour” from Roméo et Juliette, Bernstein’s “Symphonic Dances” from West Side Story, and Poulenc’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra, performed by Linda Ruan and Charissa Vandikas.

As in previous seasons, many Royal Conservatory Orchestra performances are preceded by Prelude Recitals at 6:45pm and, new this season, Pre-concert Talks at 7:15pm have also been added to the program. Ticket holders are encouraged to come to Koerner Hall early to hear a performance of solo and chamber works by students and faculty of The Glenn Gould School, and gain insights into the music being performed.  

In addition to their own orchestral concerts outlined above, the Royal Conservatory Orchestra supports the talented artists of The Glenn Gould School vocal program in their annual staged opera performance in Koerner Hall. The featured work for the 2017-18 season will be Johann Strauss’s popular operetta, Die Fledermaus, directed by  Joel Ivany.
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Mazzoleni Masters

Victor Danchenko 80th Birthday Celebration

Internationally renowned pedagogue and violinist, Victor Danchenko, celebrates a milestone year with his first Toronto recital in over a quarter century. The competition-winning, Moscow Conservatory graduate from the lineage of David Oistrakh, is known for his “unabashedly old-fashioned, romantic style.” (The Baltimore Sun)

Adi Braun: Moderne Frau
Jazz vocalist Adi Braun, and her ensemble, present a program celebrating the spirit of the new and independent women that emerged during the Weimar Republic, which defined a new culture in Berlin. This is a CD launch concert of Ms. Braun’s newest disc, Adi Braun – Moderne Frau.

David Louie: Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I
David Louie ranks among Canada’s foremost classical keyboardists performing on harpsichord or piano. An accomplished chamber musician, he is a member of the Grammy Award nominated ARC Ensemble (Artists of The Royal Conservatory) and has recorded for RCA Red Seal. This special concert will be performed on harpsichord.

Dianne Werner

Dianne Werner is an exceptional soloist, accompanist, and chamber musician acclaimed for her lyrical and poetic style. She is also a member of the ARC Ensemble and one of Canada’s pre-eminent cultural ambassadors, performing throughout Canada, the United States, Europe, and Asia. She will perform Rachmaninov’s Variations on a Theme by Corelli and will be joined by Alexandra Koerner Yeo Chair in Cello, Andrés Díaz, for Rachmaninov’s Cello Sonata in G Minor, among other works.

Mazzoleni Masters: Songmasters
The Glenn Gould School’s esteemed vocal faculty members, soprano Monica Whicher and pianist Rachel Andrist, together with their musical friends, present art songs, mélodie, lieder, and other great vocal works, each eloquently programmed around a special theme.
A Song for All Seasons

Soprano Erin Wall, acclaimed for her musicality and versatility, is known internationally for her extensive opera, oratorio, and concert performances. In this program she explores all four seasons in a myriad of languages. She shares the afternoon with Glenn Gould School alumnus, tenor Asitha Tennekoon, known for “his silky, emotional presence on stage – both vocally and dramatically.” (The Globe and Mail)

Russell Braun sings Schumann’s Dichterliebe
Renowned for his luminous voice “capable of the most powerful explosions as well as the gentlest covered notes,” (Toronto Star) baritone Russell Braun is a recent Order of Canada recipient. He is joined by pianist Carolyn Maule to perform a lieder and song recital that highlights Dichterliebe (A Poet’s Love), one of Robert Schumann’s most famous song cycles.
You’re Welcome, Rossini

Soprano Lucia Cesaroni and mezzo-soprano Allyson McHardy, “who combined drama and characterization with fine musicality,” (The Globe and Mail) present a witty and fun program of works celebrating six historic vocal divas often associated with Gioachino Rossini and his operas. Intertwined with anecdotes and letters, this musical salute to Rossini will also feature music written by the six historic women vocalists.

Discovery Series
In honour of The Glenn Gould School’s 20th anniversary year, GGS piano students present a special performance of the complete Rachmaninov Preludes in the Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase in April.

Students from The Glenn Gould School’s vocal program present the GGS Fall Opera, led by Music Director Peter Tiefenbach and directed by Brent Krysa on two evenings in November. This season’s production will be Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel. The students get another opportunity to show their talents at the Glenn Gould School Vocal Showcase in February, in an evening of art songs and opera excerpts.
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Toronto Symphony Orchestra Principal Clarinet and Royal Conservatory Orchestra Resident Conductor, Joaquin Valdepeñas, conducts Glenn Gould School students in a program of chamber works in October.

Three free events include The Glenn Gould School Concerto Competition Finals, where audiences can hear the talented solo performers of The GGS compete for the opportunity to perform a concerto with the Royal Conservatory Orchestra during the 2018-19 season; The Glenn Gould School Chamber Competition Finals, where ensembles of The GGS compete for over $11,000 in prizes and the chance to perform a Prelude Recital in Koerner Hall; and The Glenn Gould School New Music Ensemble performing a program of cutting-edge contemporary music curated by award-winning composer, Brian Current.
The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists

Four Taylor Academy Showcase Concerts feature leading young classical musicians in Canada and two Academy Chamber Orchestra concerts bring together the string students from The Taylor Academy as the Academy Chamber Orchestra. All concerts in the series are free.

Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert Series
Presented with the generous support of the Rebanks Family and The W. Garfield Weston Foundation, these two free concerts offer the opportunity to hear artists on the cusp of major careers. The evenings feature solo and chamber works performed by artists currently enrolled in the one-year Rebanks Family Fellowship and International Performance Residency Program at The Glenn Gould School.

Classical Music Performances at The Royal Conservatory

Season Gala: Bill Murray, Jan Vogler, and Friends: New Worlds (Special Event): Friday, October 13, 2017 at 8pm | KHl; PERFORMANCE SOLD OUT; GALA CONCERT AND DINNER PACKAGES AVAILABLE
Joshua Bell with Alessio Bax (String Concerts): Saturday, November 4, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $70-$135
Barbara Hannigan with Reinbert de Leeuw
(Vocal Concerts): Friday, November 10, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$95
Angela Hewitt
 (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 3pm | KH; $40-$100
Janine Jansen, Martin Fröst, Torleif Thedéen, and Lucas Debargue (Chamber Music): Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 8pm; $30-$75
Khatia Buniatishvili (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 3pm | KH; $35-$80
Daniil Trifonov (Special Event): Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 8pm | KH; SOLD OUT
Ian Bostridge with Julius Drake (Vocal Concerts): Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$95
Nicolas Altstaedt with Fazil Say (String Concerts): Friday, March 2, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $30-$75
Clemens Hagen with Kirill Gerstein (String Concerts): Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $35-$85
Takács Quartet (Chamber Music): Sunday, March 25, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $55-$100
Bernstein @ 100 featuring Jamie Bernstein, Wallis Giunta, Sebastian Knauer, and the ARC Ensemble (Chamber Music): Friday, April 6, 2018 at 8pm | Pre-concert Talk at 7pm | KH; $35-$85
Beatrice Rana
(Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $30-$65
Gerald Finley with Julius Drake (Vocal Concerts): Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$95
Amici Chamber Ensemble 30th Anniversary with Isabel Bayrakdarian and Friends (Chamber Music): Friday, April 27, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$85
Gautier Capuçon with Jérôme Ducros (String Concerts): Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$85
Jordi Savall and Hespèrion XXI with Carlos Núñez
(Chamber Music): Thursday, May 10, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Yuja Wang (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, May 13, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$100
21C Music Festival: May 23-27 / 2018 | KH | MCH | TT

Katia and Marielle Labèque (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$90
Students, Faculty, and Visiting Artists
Gábor Takács-Nagy conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, October 6, 2017 at 8pm; $25-$55
A Song for All Seasons (Songmasters): Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2pm | MCH; $25
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Adi Braun: Moderne Frau (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 7:30pm | TT; $25
Joaquin Valdepeñas Conducts (Discovery Series): Friday, October 27, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, October 28, 2017 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
GGS Fall Opera: Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel (Discovery Series): Friday, November 17 & Saturday, November 18 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Victor Danchenko 80th Birthday Celebration (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 4pm | MCH; $25
Tania Miller conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, November 24, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $25-$55
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert
 (Rebanks Family Fellowship): Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE
Glenn Gould School New Music Ensemble (Discovery Series): Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 7:00pm | TT; FREE
Academy Chamber Orchestra (Taylor Academy): Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE
Russell Braun sings Schumann’s Dichterliebe (Songmasters): Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Glenn Gould School Concerto Competition Finals (Discovery Series): Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 10am | KH; FREE
Glenn Gould School Vocal Showcase (Discovery Series): Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, February 10, 2018 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
Leon Fleisher conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, February 16, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $25-$55
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 4:30pm MCH; FREE
David Louie: Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Glenn Gould School Opera 2018: Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at 7:30pm | KH; $25-$55
You’re Welcome, Rossini (Songmasters): Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase: (Discovery Series): Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert
 (Rebanks Family Fellowship): Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE

Dianne Werner (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Johannes Debus conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, April 20, 2018 at 8pm | KH;$25-$55
Academy Chamber Orchestra (Taylor Academy): Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 7:30pm | KH; FREE

Glenn Gould School Chamber Competition Finals (Discovery Series): Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7pm | KH; FREE
Venue Legend: KH Koerner Hall; MCH Mazzoleni Concert Hall in historic Ihnatowycz Hall; TT Temerty Theatre

Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Invesco Piano Concerts: series subscription starts at only $169
String Concerts: series subscription starts at only $159.50
Chamber Music: series subscription starts at only $214.50
Vocal Concerts: mix with any concerts from other series to create your own subscription package
Royal Conservatory Orchestra & Opera: series subscription starts at only $115
Mazzoleni Masters: series subscription starts at only $91.20
Songmasters: series subscription starts at only $75

All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST
Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY’S 2017-18
CLASSICAL CONCERTS REPERTOIRE

Gábor Takács-Nagy conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra

Friday, October 6, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Prelude Recital at 6:45pm; Pre-concert Talk at 7:15pm
Felix Mendelssohn: The Hebrides Overture in B Minor, op. 26
Franz Liszt: Piano Concerto No. 1 in E-flat Major, S. 124 (León Bernsdorf, piano)

Pyotr Il′yich Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4 in F Minor, op. 36
SEASON GALA: Bill Murray, Jan Vogler, and Friends – New Worlds
Friday, October 13, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Johann Sebastian Bach: Prelude from Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major, BWV 1007


Walt Whitman: from Song of the Open Road and Song of Myself


Stephen Foster: “Jeanie With the Light Brown Hair” 

Ernest Hemingway: “With Pascin at the Dome” from A Moveable Feast

Astor Piazzolla: “La muerte del ángel” 


George Gershwin: “It Ain’t Necessarily So” from Porgy and Bess 


Astor Piazzolla: “Oblivion” 

James Fenimore Cooper: from The Deerslayer 
Maurice Ravel: “Blues” from Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2


James Thurber: “If Grant Had Been Drinking at Appomattox” from Writings and Drawings, Library of America

Henry Mancini: “Moon River” 

Mark Twain: from Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Leonard Bernstein: “Somewhere,” “I Feel Pretty” & “America” from West Side Story (arr. Stephen Buck)

A Song for All Seasons 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall 

Repertoire exploring songs about the four seasons
Khachaturian Trio

Friday, October 20, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm
Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky: Piano Trio in A Minor, op. 50, “In Memory of a Great Artist”

Sergei Rachmaninov: Trio élégiaque No. 1 in G Minor

Aram Khachaturian: “Adagio of Spartacus and Phrygia” from Spartacus Suite No. 2, op. 82b
Arno Babadjanian: Trio in F-sharp Minor
Adi Braun: Moderne Frau 
Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 7:30pm; Temerty Theatre

Program celebrating the spirit of the new and independent women that emerged during the Weimar Republic
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 at 4:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Concert by the leading young classical musicians in Canada

Joaquin Valdepeñas Conducts

Friday, October 27, 2017 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall
Program of chamber works, including a Mozart serenade and Arnold Schoenberg: Chamber Symphony No. 1 in E Major, op. 9
Joshua Bell with Alessio Bax 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm
Igor Stravinsky: Suite italienne (after Pulcinella), for violin and piano

Edvard Grieg: Violin Sonata No. 2 in G Major, op. 13

Johannes Brahms: Violin Sonata No. 1 in G Major, op. 78
Other works
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Barbara Hannigan with Reinbert de Leeuw 

Friday, November 10, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Arnold Schönberg: Vier Lieder, op. 2 


“Erwartung”


“Schenk mir deinen goldenen Kamm”


“Erhebung”


“Waldsonne”

Anton Webern: Fünf Lieder nach Gedichte von Richard Dehmel

“Ideale Landschaft”


“Am Ufer”


“Himmelfahrt”


“Nächtliche Scheu”


“Helle Nacht”

Alban Berg: Sieben Frühe Lieder 

“Nacht”


“Schilflied”


“Die Nachtigall”


“Traumgekrönt”


“Im Zimmer”


“Liebesode”


“Sommertage”

Alexander Zemlinsky: Lieder, op. 2 


 “Frühlingstag”


 “Empfängnis”

Alexander Zemlinsky: Gesänge, op. 5


 “Tiefe Sehnsucht”


 “Schlaf nur ein”

Alexander Zemlinsky: Irmelin Rose und andere Gesänge, op. 7


 “Da waren zwei Kinder”


 “Entbietung”


 “Irmelin Rose”

Alma Mahler: “Die stille Stadt” (Dehmel)


“Laue Sommernacht” (Falke)


“Ich wandle unter Blumen” (Heine)


“Licht in der Nacht” (Bierbaum)

Hugo Wolf: “Mignon Lieder” from Goethe Lieder

“Heiss mich nicht reden”


“Nur wer die Sehnsucht kennt”


“So lass mich scheinen”


“Kennst du das Land”

Angela Hewitt 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
All Johann Sebastian Bach program:

Partita No. 3 in A Minor, BWV 827

Partita No. 5 in G Major, BWV 829  

Partita in A Major, BWV 832

Partita No. 6 in E Minor, BWV 830 
GGS Fall Opera: Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel
Friday, November 17 & Saturday, November 18 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Led by Music Director Peter Tiefenbach and directed by Brent Krysa
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Victor Danchenko 80th Birthday Celebration

Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 4pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall
Danchenko celebrates a milestone year
Tania Miller conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra

Friday, November 24, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Prelude Recital at 6:45pm; Pre-concert Talk at 7:15pm
Michael Oesterle: Home (world premiere)

Sergei Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 2 in G Minor, op. 16 (Sae Yoon Chon, piano)

Igor Stravinsky: Petrushka (1947 version)
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 

Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 4:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Concert by the leading young classical musicians in Canada

Janine Jansen, Martin Fröst, Torleif Thedéen, and Lucas Debargue 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm 
Béla Bartók: Contrasts, BB116




Karol Szymanowski: Myths, op. 30

Olivier Messiaen: Quartet for the End of Time
Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert
 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Solo and chamber works 
Khatia Buniatishvili 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
Modest Mussorgsky: Pictures at an Exhibition
Franz Liszt: Réminiscences de Don Juan, S. 418

Franz Liszt: Rhapsodie espagnole, S. 254
Franz Liszt: Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 in C-sharp Minor, S. 359 (arr. Horowitz)

Glenn Gould School New Music Ensemble

Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 7pm; Temerty Theatre

Program of cutting-edge contemporary music
Academy Chamber Orchestra 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Chamber music repertoire

Daniil Trifonov 
Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Federico Mompou: Variations on a Theme of Chopin
Sergei Rachmaninov: Variations on a Theme of Chopin, op. 22
Fryderyk Chopin: 2 Mazurkas     
Fryderyk Chopin: Piano Sonata No. 2 in B-flat Minor, op. 35

Russell Braun sings Schumann’s Dichterliebe
Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 2pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Robert Schumann: Dichterliebe
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Glenn Gould School Concerto Competition Finals
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 10am; Koerner Hall
Students of The Glenn Gould School compete for the opportunity to perform a concerto with the Royal Conservatory Orchestra during the 2018-19 season 

Glenn Gould School Vocal Showcase
Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Evening of art songs, arias, and ensembles

Taylor Academy Showcase Concert


Saturday, February 10, 2018 at 4:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Concert by the leading young classical musicians in Canada

Ian Bostridge with Julius Drake 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
All Franz Schubert program:
Wehmut, D. 772
Der Zwerg, D. 771
Nacht und Träume, D. 827
Der Musensohn, D. 764
An die Entfernte, D. 765
Am Flusse II, D. 766
Willkommen und Abschied, D. 767
 
Wandrers Nachtlied II, D. 768
An die Leier, D. 737
Am See II, D. 746
Im Haine, D. 738
Erlkönig, D. 328
Goethe Lieder:
An den Mond I, D. 259
Nähe des Geliebten, D. 162
Nachtgesang, D. 119
Liebhaber in allen Gestalten, D. 558
Meeres Stille, D. 216
Auf dem See, D. 543b
An Mignon, D. 161
Erster Verlust, D. 226
Ganymed, D. 544
An den Mond II, D. 296

Leon Fleisher conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra

Friday, February 16, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Prelude Recital at 6:45pm; Pre-concert Talk at 7:15pm
Ludwig van Beethoven: Overture to Egmont, op. 84

Richard Strauss: Four Last Songs, TrV 296 (Jocelyn Fralick, soprano)

Jean Sibelius: Symphony No. 1 in E Minor, op. 39 
Nicolas Altstaedt with Fazil Say 

Friday, March 2, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Claude Debussy: Cello Sonata in D Minor, L. 135
Fazil Say: Sonata
Leoš Janáček. Pohádka

Dmitri Shostakovich: Sonata for Cello and Piano in D Minor, op. 40
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Taylor Academy Showcase Concert


Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 4:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Concert by the leading young classical musicians in Canada

David Louie: Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 2pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Johann Sebastian Bach: Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I
Glenn Gould School Opera 2018: Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 & Friday, March 16, 2018 at 7:30pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm
Die Fledermaus, Johann Strauss’s popular operetta, will be directed by Joel Ivany.
You’re Welcome, Rossini
Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 2pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

A musical salute to Gioachino Rossini
Clemens Hagen with Kirill Gerstein 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
All Ludwig van Beethoven program:
7 Variations in E-flat Major on “Bei Männern, welche Liebe fühlen” from Mozart’s The Magic Flute, WoO46

Cello Sonata in G Minor, op. 5, no. 2

Cello Sonata No. 4 in C Major, op. 102, no. 1 

Cello Sonata No. 5 in D Major, op. 102, no. 2
Takács Quartet

Sunday, March 25, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm 
Joseph Haydn: String Quartet in E-flat Major, op. 76, no. 6 

Dmitri Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 11 in F Minor, op. 122

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 14 in C-sharp Minor, op. 131
Bernstein @ 100 featuring Jamie Bernstein, Sebastian Knauer, Wallis Giunta, 
and the ARC Ensemble

Friday, April 6, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 7pm 
A celebration of Leonard Bernstein on the occasion of his centenary
Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Complete Sergei Rachmaninov Preludes
Beatrice Rana 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
Robert Schumann: Blumenstück in D-flat Major, op. 19
Robert Schumann: Symphonic Etudes, op. 13 (without the posthumous Etudes)

Maurice Ravel: Miroirs
Igor Stravinsky: The Firebird (arr. Agosti)

Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert


Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 7:30pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Solo and chamber works 
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Dianne Werner

Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 2pm; Mazzoleni Concert Hall

Program to include:

Sergei Rachmaninov: Variations on a Theme by Corelli, op. 42
Sergei Rachmaninov: Cello Sonata in G Minor, op. 19

Johannes Debus conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra

Friday, April 20, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall; Prelude Recital at 6:45pm; Pre-concert Talk at 7:15pm
Hector Berlioz: “Scène d’amour” from Roméo et Juliette, H. 79

Francis Poulenc: Concerto in D Minor for Two Pianos and Orchestra, FP 61 


(Linda Ruan and Charissa Vandikas, piano duo)

Leonard Bernstein: “Symphonic Dances” from West Side Story

Gerald Finley with Julius Drake 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm  
Ludwig van Beethoven: Goethe Lieder:                                                                                               


Neue Liebe, neues Leben, op. 75, no. 2                                                                            


Wonne der Wehmut, op. 83, no. 1                                                                                                        


Mit einem gemalten Band, op. 83, no. 3                                                                                               


Aus Goethe’s Faust, op. 75, no. 3                                                                                                      

Franz Schubert: Goethe Lieder:     

Prometheus, D. 674                                                                   


Geistes-Gruss, D. 142                                                                                                                    


An den Mond II, D. 259                                                                                                                


Mahomets Gesang, D. 721                                                                                                                         


An Schwager Kronos, D. 369                                                                                                     


Schäfers Klagelied, D. 121                                                                                                                           


Wanderers Nachtlied II, D. 768 

Erlkönig, D. 328                                                                                 

Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky: Romances                                                                                                      

Don Juan's Serenade, op. 38, no. 1


Amid the Din of the Ball, op. 38, no. 3


None, but the Lonely Heart, op. 6, no. 6


As Over the Burning Ashes, op. 25, no. 2
Sergei Rachmaninov: Romances                                                                                                                                

Oh, no, I Pray, Don’t Leave!, op. 4, no. 1 


In the Silence of the Night, op. 4, no. 3 


Fate, op. 21, no. 1 


Upon the Death of a Siskin, op. 21, no. 8 


Christ is Risen, op. 26, no. 6 


Spring Waters, op. 14, no. 11 
Selections from favourite folksongs

Academy Chamber Orchestra

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 7:30pm; Koerner Hall

Chamber music repertoire
Glenn Gould School Chamber Competition Finals
Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7pm; Koerner Hall

Ensembles of The Glenn Gould School compete for over $11,000 in prizes and the chance to perform on the Koerner Hall stage the following evening, to open the Amici Chamber Ensemble 30th Anniversary concert.
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Amici Chamber Ensemble 30th Anniversary with Isabel Bayrakdarian and Friends

Friday, April 27, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Selection by winners of The Glenn Gould School Chamber Music Competition
 

Ludwig van Beethoven: Rondo in E-flat Major, for wind octet, WoO25 

Johannes Brahms: Clarinet Quintet in B Minor, op. 115


Leonard Bernstein: Arias and Barcarolles 

Leonard Bernstein: Candide suite for large chamber ensemble

Leonard Bernstein: Excerpts from West Side Story

Jordi Savall and Hespèrion XXI with Carlos Núñez

Thursday, May 10, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall

Program titled “Celtic Universe” will be a musical dialogue between ancient, historical, and modern traditions of north and south Europe: Ireland, Scotland, the French Brittany, Galicia,and the Basque Country.

Gautier Capuçon with Jérôme Ducros 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 8pm; Koerner Hall 
Gabriel Fauré: Élégie, op. 24

Selection of short, popular French pieces

Johannes Brahms: Cello Sonata No. 1 in E Minor, p. 38 

Selection of short French and Russian pieces  

Sergei Rachmaninov: Cello Sonata in G Minor, op. 19 
Yuja Wang 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall; Pre-concert Talk at 2pm 
Program TBA
Katia and Marielle Labèque 

Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 3pm; Koerner Hall 
Igor Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring (original version for two pianos)
Bryce Dessner: El Chan
Philip Glass: Four Movements for Two Pianos

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY’S 2017-18 SEASON CHRONOLOGY
OCTOBER 2017

Ensemble Made In Canada with Scott St. John (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, October 1, 2017 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Gábor Takács-Nagy conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, October 6, 2017 at 8pm; $25-$55
Season Gala: Bill Murray, Jan Vogler, and Friends: New Worlds (Special Event): Friday, October 13, 2017 at 8pm | KH; PERFORMANCE SOLD OUT; GALA DINNER PACKAGES AVAILABLE
Miles Electric Band (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – Fusion): Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $50-$100
A Song for All Seasons (Songmasters): Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2pm | MCH; $25

Johnny Clegg – The Final Journey World Tour (Special Event): Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $55-$105
Khachaturian Trio (Chamber Music):
Friday, October 20, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $35-$85
Flamenco Legends by Javier Limón: The Paco de Lucía Project (World Music): Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$100
Adi Braun: Moderne Frau (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 7:30pm | TT; $25
Joaquin Valdepeñas Conducts (Discovery Series): Friday, October 27, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Inti-Illimani 50th Anniversary and Nano Stern (World Music): Friday, October 27, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, October 28, 2017 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
NOVEMBER 2017

Yasmin Levy and The Klezmatics (World Music): Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $45-$110
Joshua Bell with Alessio Bax (String Concerts): Saturday, November 4, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $70-$135
Narek Hakhnazaryan (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Barbara Hannigan with Reinbert de Leeuw
(Vocal Concerts): Friday, November 10, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$95
Angela Hewitt
 (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 3pm | KH; $40-$100
Holly Cole (Music Mix): Friday, November 17, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$85
GGS Fall Opera: Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel (Discovery Series): Friday, November 17 & Saturday, November 18 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
PARIS! Le Spectacle (Music Mix): Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $49-$100
Victor Danchenko 80th Birthday Celebration (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 4pm | MCH; $25
Tania Miller conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, November 24, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $25-$55
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
Danilo Pérez Trio and Alfredo Rodríguez Trio (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – Latin jazz): Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
DECEMBER 2017

Lisa Fischer & Grand Baton (Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage): Friday, December 1, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Songbird North (Music Mix): Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 8pm | TT; $35
Francine Kay (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Janine Jansen, Martin Fröst, Torleif Thedéen, and Lucas Debargue (Chamber Music): Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 8pm; $30-$75
Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert
 (Rebanks Family Fellowship): Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE
Dianne Reeves Quintet (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – Great American Songbook): Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 8pm | KH; $50-$100
Khatia Buniatishvili (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 3pm | KH; $35-$80
Glenn Gould School New Music Ensemble (Discovery Series): Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 7:00pm | TT; FREE
Academy Chamber Orchestra (Taylor Academy): Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE
Emilie-Claire Barlow (Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage): Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 7pm | KH; $40-$85
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JANUARY 2018

Rachel Barton Pine (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Maple Blues Awards (Music Mix): Monday, January 15, 2018 at 7pm | KH; $35-$80
Russell Braun sings Schumann’s Dichterliebe (Songmasters): Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Calypso Rose with Kobo Town (Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage): Friday, January 26, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$80
DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Playlist & Skratch Bastid (Music Mix): Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$55
Glenn Gould School Concerto Competition Finals (Discovery Series): Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 10am | KH; FREE
FEBRUARY 2018

Daniil Trifonov (Special Event): Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 8pm | KH; SOLD OUT
Glenn Gould School Vocal Showcase (Discovery Series): Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
Gerald Clayton and Friends (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – The blues):  Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
Derek Gripper (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, February 4, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, February 10, 2018 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
Ian Bostridge with Julius Drake (Vocal Concerts): Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$95
Leon Fleisher conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, February 16, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $25-$55
MARCH 2018

Nicolas Altstaedt with Fazil Say (String Concerts): Friday, March 2, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $30-$75
Angélique Kidjo (Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage): Saturday, March 3, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$95
OKAN
(Sunday Interludes): Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Taylor Academy Showcase Concert
 (Taylor Academy): Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 4:30pm | MCH; FREE
David Louie: Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Glenn Gould School Opera 2018: Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at 7:30pm | KH; $25-$55
Songbird North (Music Mix): Saturday, March 17, 2018 at 8pm | TT; $35
You’re Welcome, Rossini (Songmasters): Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Clemens Hagen with Kirill Gerstein (String Concerts): Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $35-$85
Black Arm Band: “Dirtsong”
(Music Mix): Friday, March 23, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$90
Diego El Cigala (World Music): Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $50-$115
Takács Quartet (Chamber Music): Sunday, March 25, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $55-$100
APRIL 2018

Bernstein @ 100 featuring Jamie Bernstein, Wallis Giunta, Sebastian Knauer, and the ARC Ensemble (Chamber Music): Friday, April 6, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$85
Glenn Gould School Piano Showcase: (Discovery Series): Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; $15
New Canadian Global Music Orchestra and Odessa/Havana (World Music): Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$70
Rolston String Quartet with Robert McDonald (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Beatrice Rana
(Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $30-$65
Rebanks Family Fellowship Concert
 (Rebanks Family Fellowship): Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 7:30pm | MCH; FREE

Fatoumata Diawara and Okavango (Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on Stage): Thursday, April 12, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$85
DakhaBrakha (World Music): Friday, April 13, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
The Hot Sardines and Flávia Nascimento (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – Cabaret from France and Brazil): Saturday, April 14, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$90
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Dianne Werner (Mazzoleni Masters): Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; $25
Max Raabe and Palast Orchester (Music Mix): Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Johannes Debus conducts the Royal Conservatory Orchestra (Royal Conservatory Orchestra): Friday, April 20, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $25-$55
Jazz Epistles featuring Abdullah Ibrahim & Ekaya and Hugh Masekela (TD Jazz: The Roots of Jazz – African roots): Saturday, April 21, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Gerald Finley with Julius Drake (Vocal Concerts): Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$95 

Academy Chamber Orchestra (Taylor Academy): Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 7:30pm | KH; FREE

Glenn Gould School Chamber Competition Finals (Discovery Series): Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7pm | KH; FREE
Amici Chamber Ensemble 30th Anniversary with Isabel Bayrakdarian and Friends (Chamber Music): Friday, April 27, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $35-$85
Gautier Capuçon with Jérôme Ducros (String Concerts): Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $40-$85
Crosscurrents: Zakir Hussain and Dave Holland (World Music): Sunday, April 29, 2018 at 7pm | KH; $50-$110
MAY 2018

Songbird North (Music Mix): Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 8pm | TT; $35
Medalist from the International Arthur Rubinstein Competition (Sunday Interludes): Sunday, May 6, 2018 at 2pm | MCH; FREE
Jordi Savall and Hespèrion XXI with Carlos Núñez
(Chamber Music): Thursday, May 10, 2018 at 8pm | KH; $45-$100
Yuja Wang (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, May 13, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$100
21C Music Festival: May 23-27 / 2018 | KH | MCH | TT

Katia and Marielle Labèque (Invesco Piano Concerts): Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 3pm | KH; $40-$90
Venue Legend: KH Koerner Hall; MCH Mazzoleni Concert Hall in historic Ihnatowycz Hall; TT Temerty Theatre

Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
ENHANCING MUSICAL EXPERIENCES
The Royal Conservatory offers numerous opportunities for the public to delve deeper into music, its appreciation, understanding, and overall concert-going experience. Following is a sampling of courses and events, most of which are free, on offer throughout the concert season:  

Music On Film 

For the fifth consecutive season, the Music On Film series takes place at the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema as Hot Docs and The Royal Conservatory together showcase inspiring music documentaries that explore different musical genres, followed by post-screening discussions and performances with film makers and accomplished musicians led by Mervon Mehta, Executive Director of Performing Arts at The Royal Conservatory. The films are screened on Tuesdays, October 24, November 21, January 30, February 27, March 27, and April 24. 

Pre-concert Talks 
A number of Koerner Hall performances will be preceded by Pre-concert Talks with Rick Phillips, various artists, or an expert from The Royal Conservatory of Music, presented by the Royal Conservatory School’s Music Appreciation Program.
Sponsored by Worldwide Quest

Postlude Performances 
After many Koerner Hall performances, The Conservatory features free mini-concerts with the best local and emerging artists in Toronto. The audience is invited to enjoy a cocktail, socialize, and hear more wonderful music in the Leslie & Anna Dan Galleria - Orchestra Level, located directly outside of Koerner Hall. 

Music Appreciation Courses 
Members of the public can deepen their understanding and enjoyment of music across genres and historical periods by choosing from a range of daytime or evening classes and joining a growing community of music appreciators. More information is available at rcmusic.ca/musicappreciation.

Public Master Classes 
Everyone is welcome to listen and learn as international master musicians instruct students of The Glenn Gould School and The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists in free public master classes. More than 60 master classes are presented each season. 
Listings are available at www.ggs.rcmusic.ca.

Glenn Gould School and Taylor Academy Student Recitals 
More than 100 intimate recitals are presented by the next generation’s great musicians – the students of The Glenn Gould School and The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists – throughout the academic year in Mazzoleni Concert Hall, located in historic Ihnatowycz Hall, and Temerty Theatre. The concerts are free.  

For more information visit Concerts & Events at www.ggs.rcmusic.ca.
The Conservatory Circle 
Members of Conservatory Circle, The Royal Conservatory of Music’s new donor group, are invited to a series of engaging events throughout the year featuring talks/demonstrations by leading performers, conductors, and critics.  A range of genres is explored from classical to jazz and world music. 
For more information visit www.rcmusic.ca/conceervatorycircle
Media Contact: Barbora Kršek, Concert Publicity Manager and Publications Editor

416.408.2824 ext.265; barbora.krsek@rcmusic.ca
TICKETING INFORMATION

Subscriptions go on sale on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets & subscriptions are on sale starting Friday, June 23, 2017 at 10:00 am

Tickets start at $15 and some events are free

Tickets to free concerts become available seven days prior to the date 
of the performance through the Weston Family Box Office
All advertised prices include service charge and 13% HST

Become a Royal Subscriber and Get the Royal Treatment!

Enthusiast Subscriber

select any 4-6 concerts, save 10%, and receive special subscriber benefits 

Premium Subscriber

select any 7+ concerts, save 15%, and receive even more subscriber benefits
A limited number of $15 BMO Rush Tickets 

are available starting 90 minutes before all performances presented 
by The Royal Conservatory

All concerts take place at The Royal Conservatory of Music
TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning, 273 Bloor Street West, Toronto

Tickets are available online at www.performance.rcmusic.ca, by calling 416.408.0208, 

or in person at the Weston Family Box Office

Join the Premiere email list for special offers and added concerts  

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Download our Mobile App

Use Twitter hashtag #Koernerhall
THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY’S 2017-18 SEASON ARTISTS 
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         Barbara Hannigan
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        New Canadian Global Music Orchestra 

    Lisa Fischer & Grand Baton
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       Miles Electric Band

 
    Holly Cole 
      
Amici Chamber Ensemble
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      Gerald Clayton  
          The ARC Ensemble 

        The Hot Sardines 
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            Yuja Wang

          
            Black Arm Band
   

2017-18 SEASON SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 
The Royal Conservatory of Music gratefully acknowledges the vital support of its concert season sponsors and supporters.
Major & Series Sponsors and Supporters
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Michael & Sonja Koerner
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Performance Sponsors and Supporters
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Efnan Abacioglu


      The Cheng
       In memory of    Armenian Community Centre and

Forest Hill Real Estate Inc. Brokerage    Family Fund      Gary Miles      Hamazkayin Cultural Association
 
Sue Mortimer 
      Brayton Polka        Deborah Leibow & Ken Snider        Anonymous Donors (2)
Wine & Beverage Sponsors
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Government Supporters
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PRAISE FOR KOERNER HALL

“Koerner Hall has to be the best acoustic hall in the world! I have felt that I could do anything and the hall instantly responded.”

- Lang Lang

“Wow, this place has amazing sound and it is so beautiful. I want to sing here all night.”

- Rosanne Cash
“The conservatory remains the key venue in town to see the world’s greatest artists, of all kinds.”

- Robert Harris, The Globe and Mail
 “The most lustrous sound, the warmest embrace of any room I’ve been in.”

- Meryl Streep

“Everybody loves Koerner Hall, the acoustically fine performing arts space operated by the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto … But Koerner Hall is not just an auditorium. It stands at the apex of an ambitious, multi-disciplinary programming season that Mervon Mehta, the RCM’s executive director of performing arts, lovingly assembles each season.”

- Robert Harris, The Globe and Mail
“I absolutely love [Koerner Hall]! I think it’s one of the greatest concert halls in the world. I was able to experience it in the chamber music setting but also in the orchestral setting and I think that it is absolutely incredible. The sound is magnificent. It’s a big hall and yet it has the elements of being intimate, which I think is what always makes a great hall. You have the feeling that it’s a major hall and yet you can reach the people through pianissimo, and visually it’s stunning.”
- Daniel Hope

“… Koerner Hall [is] that jewel in the crown of the Royal Conservatory of Music, which keeps delivering bliss on Bloor St. W. week after week.”

- Martin Knelman, Toronto Star
“We now officially adore this beautiful hall.”

- Yannick Nézet-Séguin with Orchestre Métropolitain

“Strong programming that matches the jeweled acoustics.”

- Michael Vincent, Musical Toronto
“This is the best hall I have played in in Canada, maybe even North America … Your hall is beautiful. The musicians liked it immediately.”
- Valery Gergiev
 “This is one of the best and most beautiful halls in the world.”

- Alexa Petrenko, Classical 96.3 FM
“It is amazing to come home to The Royal Conservatory and Koerner Hall, one of the best halls – anywhere!” 

- Chilly Gonzales

“Koerner Hall is such a fantastic venue! This is the best stage I’ve ever played, anywhere! What a treat!”

- Joe Sealy
 “Koerner Hall is one of the greatest halls not only in Toronto or Canada, but in the world. The acoustics here are amazing!”

- Danny Marks, JAZZ.FM91
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“A world-class concert hall, pin-drop acoustics, and soul.”
- Mary Chapin Carpenter
 “As it happens, my favourite concert venue in Toronto [is] Koerner Hall…”

- William Littler, Toronto Star
 “Koerner Hall is a jewel. The acoustics are out of this world – on par with Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw or Vienna’s Musikverein.”
- Agnes Grossmann
 “What a blast. Best sounding room this side of Mars.”

- Craig Northey, Odds

“This is one of my favourite spaces in the city, every time I come here, I love it more and more.”

- Matt Galloway, CBC
“The Royal Conservatory is a treasure.”
- Antibalas

“It was a particular pleasure to hear this music at Koerner Hall, which is a bit less than half the size of Roy Thomson Hall. Every pluck of a string could be heard clearly and the overall sound bloomed warmly inside the generous acoustic.”

- John Terauds, Toronto Star
“This is the best hall in the world. You are so lucky. This is my favourite hall.”

- Christian Gerhaher

“I’ve heard Bostridge in several Canadian halls now – two of them excellent – but the Koerner takes the cake. You felt that singer and hall were part of the same instrument – the hall a huge, wooden resonating chamber that allowed the singer to dare anything, even the softest pianissimos.”

- Tamara Bernstein, The Globe and Mail
“Koerner Hall … is magnificent. Magnificent in its acoustics, as much as in its design.”

- David Macfarlane, Toronto Star
“Koerner Hall is a new Canadian jewel.” 

- James Ehnes
 Koerner Hall [is] a magnificent monument to Peter Simon and all who helped him.”

- Leon Fleisher
“Koerner Hall is the most wonderful place to hear music. It’s five minutes from my house, so if I’m walking home along Bloor I might buy a ticket to whatever concert is on that night, just because I want to be there.”

- Adrienne Clarkson, Toronto Life
“Beautiful … one of my favourite halls.”

- Sir András Schiff
THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC

Fact Sheet
The Royal Conservatory of Music is one of the largest and most respected music and arts education institutions in the world. Providing the definitive standard of excellence in curriculum design, assessment, performance training, teacher certification, and arts-based social programs, The Conservatory has had a substantial impact on the lives of millions of people globally.


· Guided by its mission to develop human potential through leadership in music and arts education, The Royal Conservatory has developed a far-reaching curriculum using music- and arts-based programs, engaging more than 500,000 annual participants across Canada each year.

· The Royal Conservatory Certificate Program is a comprehensive and effectively sequenced system of study and standard of assessment that provides a clear path for well-rounded music training, from beginner to advanced levels. Annually, 100,000 Royal Conservatory examinations take place in more than 300 communities across North America. 

· In 2015 The Royal Conservatory Certificate Program was endorsed by internationally acclaimed pianist Lang Lang. It is used as the basis of his foundation‘s Keys of Inspiration program, which transforms young lives through the power of classical music.

· The Royal Conservatory develops and publishes its renowned curriculum and related teaching materials through RCM Publishing, an imprint of Frederick Harris Music. These award-winning materials support music teachers and their students across North America and around the world.


· The Conservatory offers an extensive set of professional training programs for gifted young performing artists through The Glenn Gould School (for post-secondary students) and The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists (for ages 9-18).

· The Royal Conservatory School, the RCM’s community music school in Toronto, offers a wide range of classes and lessons for individuals of  all ages and abilities, as well as acclaimed early childhood music education programs.

· Over the last two decades, The Conservatory has applied neuroscientific research to inform and establish programs meeting the learning, health, and social development needs of Canadians, specifically: the engagement of indigenous and inner-city youth in academic achievement (Learning Through the Arts®) and early childhood education (The Marilyn Thomson Early Childhood Education Centre).

· In 2014 The Royal Conservatory established a new research centre dedicated to better understanding many different aspects of music education and its impact on brain development and cognition. The Centre’s laboratory is equipped with state-of-the-art tools to measure neurological, acoustic, and behavioural factors underlying musical training and expertise. 

· The Conservatory provides outstanding pedagogical training to music teachers across North America through its celebrated teaching materials and workshops, as well as its system of accreditation and online professional development.

· RCM Teacher Certification is the first North American system of accreditation with embedded online professional development that recognizes music teachers using the curriculum of The Royal Conservatory, and provides parents with a trusted standard of excellence.
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· RCM Teacher Certification represents the latest development of The Royal Conservatory’s digital learning strategy, which fosters greater engagement in music and excellence in music education through digital solutions.

· The Royal Conservatory counts over five million living alumni, including musicians from all genres, actors, authors, doctors, educators, journalists, lawyers, political leaders, and professional athletes.

· The Conservatory’s national base is Toronto’s TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning, a technologically sophisticated building designed by KPMB Architects, and the recipient of numerous national and international design and urban planning awards, including the 2010 Governor General’s Medal for Architecture. 


· In 2012 The Conservatory was granted a Royal Patronage from His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales.

For further information, please contact:

Jeff Embleton 







Manager, Public Relations





416.408.2824 ext. 461






jeff.embleton@rcmusic.ca
TELUS CENTRE FOR PERFORMANCE AND LEARNING 

Fact Sheet 

The TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning is The Royal Conservatory of Music’s national base. A breathtaking and technologically sophisticated building, the TELUS Centre furthers the mission of The Conservatory:  to develop human potential through music and the arts. Merging TELUS technology with The Royal Conservatory’s internationally-renowned education system, the TELUS Centre facilitates excellence in education for students across Canada and around the world.

Designed by Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects (KPMB), the stunning facility is home to the 1,135-seat, acoustically perfect Koerner Hall, the multipurpose Temerty Theatre, and historic Ihnatowycz Hall, which includes the warmly intimate Mazzoleni Concert Hall. The facility also houses a library, media centre, and academic and performance spaces, including bright practice studios and classrooms. 
Timeline


Breaking Ground:  June 14, 2005





Opening of Academic Facilities:  September 2008





Opening of Koerner Hall:  September 25, 2009

Total Area


190,000 square feet

Architect


Marianne McKenna, Lead Architect

Robert Sims, Associate-in-Charge

Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects

(Toronto, Canada)

Acoustics


Sound Space Design (London, England)





Aercoustics Engineering Limited (Toronto, Canada)

Theatre Planner
Anne Minors Performance Consultants 

(London, England)

General Contractor  
PCL Constructors Canada Inc. (Mississauga, Canada)




FEATURES OF THE TELUS CENTRE

Ihnatowycz Hall
At the heart of The Royal Conservatory is the extraordinary Ihnatowycz Hall, built in 1881. This space encompasses a range of renewed and new areas for learning and performance activities, including Mazzoleni Concert Hall, studios, classrooms, a new-media lab, and administrative offices.

From the historic Bloor Street entrance to the handsome grand staircase, arched doors, stained glass windows and hardwood floors, Ihnatowycz Hall has been beautifully restored and is widely acclaimed as a heritage gem.

In November 2005, Mr. Ian Ihnatowycz and his wife, Dr. Marta Witer — both Royal Conservatory alumni — donated $5 million toward the transformation of this magnificent historical wing, which was renamed Ihnatowycz Hall in recognition of their generosity.

Koerner Hall
Designed in the tradition of Europe’s great concert venues, this 1,135-seat, acoustically stunning venue features performances across musical genres – classical, jazz, world music, and pop – as well as lectures, film, and dance.  Koerner Hall’s signature feature is the Baillie Veil, its unique floating, ribbon-of-wood ceiling. 
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Leslie & Anna Dan Galleria

With gorgeous vistas of the Royal Ontario Museum and Toronto skyline, these spectacular lobbies of Koerner Hall have become some of Toronto's most inviting and glamorous venues for a whole range of social, business, and academic events.

Mazzoleni Concert Hall in Historic Ihnatowycz Hall

The intimate size, exceptional acoustics, and warm ambience of Mazzoleni Concert Hall in historic Ihnatowycz Hall make it a favourite venue for orchestral music and recitals in an inviting setting. Originally built in 1901, the 237-seat venue was renovated in 1997. The renovations, which were completed by Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects (KPMB), included adding the raked floor, reopening the windows, restoring the wood, installing proper heating and air conditioning, building the acoustic panels, and enlarging the stage. Mazzoleni Concert Hall’s exterior brickwork was cleaned and restored in the spring of 2005.

Temerty Theatre
This multipurpose venue provides rehearsal and performance space for students of The Royal Conservatory, including the Royal Conservatory Orchestra. It is also used for special events, master classes, recitals, and other small-scale productions. The 900-square-foot space, with 33-foot ceilings and flexible seating for up to 200 people, has been designed to match the acoustic properties of Koerner Hall. Large windows let in natural light, with curtains allowing the space to be darkened when required. The space is also equipped with data ports for computers.  
Evelyn & Bert Lavis Promenade
Named in memory of the parents of Mrs. Marilyn Thomson, the Promenade connects The Royal Conservatory’s Bloor Street entrance with the Leslie & Anna Dan Galleria and Koerner Hall. Hanging over the Promenade is a Steinway Rosewood Grand Piano dating from 1877.
Technology and New Media Lab
The Technology and New Media Lab features the latest software and technologies to enhance and expand students' musical studies. Workstations equipped with notation, sequencing, editing, and mixing software allow students to mix audio with video and to record and produce broadcast-quality media, such as performance and audition CDs and DVDs, audition tracks, and other communication pieces.
Studios and Classrooms

The TELUS Centre includes 60 studios and five classrooms, including the suites of studios in the R. Fraser Elliott Centre for Keyboard Studies, the TD Centre for Orchestral Studies, the BMO Financial Group Studios, and the Lilly Kertes Rolin Vocal Studies Centre. All studios and classrooms have superior acoustics and good sound separation between adjacent rooms. These professionally equipped facilities are fully wired with data ports for individual computers.

Michael & Sonja Koerner Early Instrument Collection 
The Koerner family’s collection of antique instruments are displayed in specially designed, climate-controlled cases located in the Atrium and on the first level along the Promenade leading to Koerner Hall. The collection, which includes four harpsichords, two bureau organs, a clavichord, five flutes, two oboes, and two serpents (bass cornets), are available for use by Royal Conservatory students and faculty.


For further information, please contact:

Jeff Embleton 







Manager, Public Relations





416.408.2824 ext. 461






jeff.embleton@rcmusic.ca
THE GLENN GOULD SCHOOL

Fact Sheet

· The Royal Conservatory of Music’s Glenn Gould School is an internationally recognized centre for professional training in music performance at the post-secondary and post-bachelor levels.


· Faculty of The Glenn Gould School includes pianists Leon Fleisher and John O’Conor; violinists Victor Danchenko and Paul Kantor; cellists Andrés Diaz and Desmond Hoebig; and the Grammy Award-nominated ARC Ensemble.


· The Glenn Gould School’s maximum enrolment of 130 students ensures small classes and encourages supportive relationships with teachers.


· The extensive master class program sees more than 75 public master classes annually, featuring internationally acclaimed artists interacting with students in The Royal Conservatory’s three superb performance spaces, including the acoustically stunning Koerner Hall. Master classes are free to the public.


· Recent master class artists include Emanuel Ax, James Ehnes, Leon Fleisher, Sir James Galway, Richard Goode, Yo-Yo Ma, Adrienne Pieczonka, and the Tokyo String Quartet.


· Students benefit from up to 100 annual performance opportunities at The Royal Conservatory's three performance spaces as well as at prestigious Toronto venues such as the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, Roy Thomson Hall, and CBC’s Glenn Gould Studio. 


· Students benefit from up to 100 annual performance opportunities at The Royal Conservatory's three performance spaces as well as at prestigious Toronto venues.


· Students network regularly with the world’s finest conductors, artistic directors, managers, and agents for future job placement. Instruction in business prepares students for an entrepreneurial and competitive global marketplace.
· Guest conductors of Royal Conservatory Orchestra have included Zubin Mehta, conductor for life of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, Sir Roger Norrington, Principal Conductor of the Zurich Chamber Orchestra, Toronto Symphony Orchestra Music Director Peter Oundjian, and Canadian Opera Company Music Director Johannes Debus.
· Each student at The Glenn Gould School receives substantial scholarship support, and almost half are on full-tuition scholarships.

· The Rebanks Family Fellowship and International Performance Residency Program at The Glenn Gould School designed to launch the careers of exceptional young artists. It is the first program of its kind in Canada. 

· Alumni of The Glenn Gould School have established important careers as solo performers, orchestral and chamber musicians, and recording artists.
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· Alumni include: singers Isabel Bayrakdarian and Robert Gleadow, pianists Kevin Fitzgerald (University of Southern California), Axel Gemmelspacher (Frankfurt Hochschüle), Richard Raymond (Conservatoire de musique et d'art dramatique du Québec) and David Jalbert (University of Ottawa); orchestral musicians Mariko Anraku (Associate Principal Harp, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra), David Burns (Percussion, Hyogo Performing Arts Center, Japan) , Adam Zinatelli (Principal Trumpet, Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra), Steven Woomert (Associate Principal Trumpet, Toronto Symphony Orchestra), and Keith Hamm (Principal Viola, Canadian Opera Company Orchestra),  the St. Lawrence String Quartet, as well as Juno Award nominated pianist, Deutsche Grammophon recording artist, and Gramophone Young Artist of the Year, Jan Lisiecki.


· The Dean of The Glenn Gould School is James Anagnoson. 
For more information on The Glenn Gould School or The Royal Conservatory, please contact:

Jeff Embleton 







Manager, Public Relations





416.408.2824 ext. 461






jeff.embleton@rcmusic.ca
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Michael M. Koerner – Chancellor

Mr. Tim Price – Chair
Dr. Peter Simon – Michael and Sonja Koerner President & CEO
Mr. Tony Flynn – Chief Operating Officer 


Mr. A. Charles Baillie, O.C.
Mr. John M. Beck
Mr. David Berman

Mr. Phillip Crawley
Mr. Rupert Duchesne, C.M.
Mr. David Fuller
Ms. Wendy Hannam
Mr. Henry Hung 
Mr. Ian O. Ihnatowycz
Mr. Ken Jesudian
Mr. Michael M. Koerner, C.M.
Mr. Bill L’Heureux

Ms. Nancy Lockhart

Mr. John Macfarlane
Ms. Jenifer McDonald 

Ms. Eileen Mercier

The Hon. Bob Rae, C.C.
Mr. Stanley Rosenzweig
Mr. Philip Taylor
Mr. James C. Temerty, C.M.
Dr. Stephen J. Toope
Mr. Michael Vukets


The Hon. Bob Rae – Chair Emeritus
Mrs. Marilyn N. Thomson – Honorary Director

For further information, please contact:

Jeff Embleton 







Manager, Public Relations





416.408.2824 ext. 461






jeff.embleton@rcmusic.ca
DR. PETER C. SIMON

Michael and Sonja Koerner President & CEO, 
The Royal Conservatory of Music

Dr. Peter Simon was appointed President of The Royal Conservatory in September 1991, a time when the venerable Canadian institution founded in 1886 was re-emerging as an independent entity and faced substantial financial, operational, and program challenges. 

Since that time, Dr. Simon has led a dynamic transformation of the programs and facilities of The Royal Conservatory, resulting in a dramatic expansion of the number of participants, earned and donated revenues, endowment funds, and scholarship support for students. Today, the broad array of RCM programs is used by 500,000 people annually.

When first appointed, Dr. Simon sought to create a climate in Canada in which the arts were broadly recognized as an important means of furthering the personal, intellectual, and social development of all people. He firmly believed that the arts were the best means available to foster creativity and innovative thinking in all areas of endeavour, and that this made them an indispensable element in the future social and fiscal success of our nation. Ultimately, he sought to promote a society in Canada in which the arts were a central part of the daily lives of all people and viewed as an integral element of a fulfilled life. 

As a consequence, in 1991 the mission of The Royal Conservatory became to develop human potential through music and the arts. Through this expanded mission, Dr. Simon initiated a series of steps which would re-define the role of The Conservatory in society, one which offered the highest levels of excellence in performance and instrumental training but also developed, distributed, and offered a wide range of arts-based programs which fostered human development.  

In 1994, Dr. Simon launched Learning Through The Arts® (LTTA), a new division of The RCM. This ambitious educational initiative sought to put the arts at the centre of public education and create a systematic means by which teachers could use arts-based techniques to instruct the core curriculum and enhance the academic, social, and emotional growth of students. Since its inception, more than 300,000 students in over 300 schools and communities have benefitted from this program. A 2002 national study conducted by researchers at Queen’s University found that students in the LTTA program scored 11 percentile points higher in mathematics test scores than peers in non LTTA Schools. LTTA programs have been developed for areas with high concentrations of indigenous peoples. The LTTA system has been implemented in a number of international settings, including Germany and Sweden. In 2013, through the support of the Prince’s Charities of Canada and HRH The Prince of Wales, LTTA techniques were introduced in the UK. In 2015, an LTTA project in Fort McMurray led to substantial provincial test score gains especially by Indigenous students. More than 45 studies on the effects of the LTTA program have shown quantifiable benefits to students, teachers, principals, and LTTA Artist-Educators. Most recently, LTTA has focused on the development of arts-based digital tools for use in schools.

In 1997, Dr. Simon launched The Glenn Gould School in order to establish a highly focused performance training entity in Canada for exceptionally gifted musicians. Named in honour of The Conservatory’s most acclaimed alumnus, The Glenn Gould School has emerged as one of the most outstanding performance training institutions in the world. With a limited enrollment of 130 students, many of whom are on a full scholarship program, The Glenn 
Gould School offers a highly enriched environment in which the development and artistic growth of each student is guided closely by teacher mentors. Each year students are brought into contact with a wide range of international artists, many of whom perform in Koerner Hall. Faculty of The Glenn Gould School includes acclaimed artists and teachers such as Leon Fleisher, Andrés Díaz, Paul Kantor, John O’Conor, and John Perry. Recent graduates include 20-year-old Deutsche Grammophon recording artist and internationally acclaimed pianist Jan Lisiecki.

In 2013, the young artists programs were restructured and renamed as The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists. Each year, 90 highly gifted young musicians between the ages of 9 to 17 are mentored and trained by The RCM’s leading faculty. In 2016, an alumnus of the Academy, 16-year-old Tony Yike Yang, became the youngest Prize Winner in the history of the Chopin International Piano Competition in Warsaw.
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In 2003, The RCM launched The ARC Ensemble, a chamber music group consisting of seven members of The RCM faculty. The ARC Ensemble has since developed into one of Canada’s leading cultural ambassadors performing throughout North America, Europe, and Asia. The first two CDs recorded by ARC for the RCA Red Seal label were both nominated for Grammy Awards. The ARC Ensemble has also played a major role in researching and performing works of music lost through The Holocaust. The Music in Exile series has been presented in London, New York, Washington, Warsaw, and Budapest. Recently, ARC released its fifth CD, featuring the music of Jerzy Fitelberg and performed at London’s Wigmore Hall the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, The Kennedy Centre, and at the Lincoln Centre Summer festival.  

In 2005, Dr. Simon initiated a landmark capital project that would lead to the construction of a new home for The RCM. With the completion of the TELUS Centre and Koerner Hall, The Royal Conservatory was able to occupy a unique hybrid facility of 200,000 square feet that serves both educational and broader cultural purposes. The project included the restoration of a heritage site, which was integrated with two transparent, accessible, and technologically up-to-date contemporary buildings. The centerpiece of the project was Koerner Hall, a concert space sculpted for an optimal acoustical environment and regarded by many leading artists as one of the finest halls in the world today. The new facility occupies an important site in the city of Toronto and has served as an anchor to the development of a new cultural precinct.

In 2009, with the opening of Koerner Hall, Dr. Simon established a new Performing Arts Division, which presents and oversees more than 300 concerts and events a year. The Performing Arts Division operates one of the most successful concert series in North America, presenting many of the world’s greatest performers in a variety of musical genres, including Valery Gergeiv, Yo-Yo Ma, Sir András Schiff, Wynton Marsalis, Anoushka Shankar, the Buena Vista Social Club, and Chick Corea. Over 150,000 individuals attend events at Koerner Hall each year, making The Royal Conservatory an important cultural destination point in the city of Toronto and the Ontario region.

In 2013, The RCM launched The Marilyn Thomson Early Childhood Education Centre to develop and deliver innovative early childhood education programs and digital products for use in the home and classroom by parents, children, and teachers. Drawing on a foundation of neuroscientific research and working closely with The RCM’s own Research Centre, the Marilyn Thomson Centre is focused on giving children an enhanced educational experience and promoting cognitive and social development through music and the arts.

Dr. Simon’s concern with the decline of music and arts programs in public schools, and the level of participation in music study in Canada and the United States led to the development of a number of curricular initiatives aimed at young music students and independent studio teachers. The RCM recently launched a Teacher Certification Program aimed at ensuring high standards in independent teaching and equipping new music teachers with the tools to build successful studios. In 2016, The RCM launched a Teacher Portal which offers an array of online tools and services for the benefit of its 25,000 system users.

Building on the reputation of excellence of The Royal Conservatory in the fields of curriculum development, publishing, and assessment, Dr. Simon formed a partnership with Carnegie Hall in 2010 to create a curriculum and assessment standard in the United States. Dr. Simon believed that such a structured system and standard would motivate students to greater levels of participation and help to unify independent music teachers and music schools 
across the United States into a more powerful voice for the role of music in personal and social development. Now called The Royal Conservatory Music Development Program, and under the sole management of The RCM, the structured curriculum and assessment model has been adopted by more than 100 schools, 6,000 independent teachers, and approximately 10,000 students.            

As a means to secure investments for the future development of The Royal Conservatory, Dr. Simon initiated the first Development function of the institution in 1992. This area has subsequently grown into a mature department serving a large donor community consisting of several hundred supporters. Over $300 million has been raised to fund the expansion of Conservatory programs and capital initiatives. Annual revenues of The RCM have grown from $11 million in 1992 to $46 million in fiscal 2016. Of this total, 5% are from government sources – 30% from annual donations and 65% are earned.  
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Dr. Simon began his relationship with The Royal Conservatory as a student of Boris Berlin. He went on to study at New York’s Juilliard School and in London with Louis Kentner. In 1983, Dr. Simon received a Doctor of Musical Arts Degree from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor studying with the legendary pianist and conductor Leon Fleisher. He subsequently divided his time between performing, teaching at the University of Western Ontario, and overseeing the artistic direction of Preview Concerts in Toronto.

In 1986, Dr. Simon joined The Royal Conservatory as Director of Academic Studies, where he was instrumental in planning and implementing a series of post-secondary programs, which led to the rebirth of The Royal Conservatory of Music Professional School, now known as The Glenn Gould School. He also instituted regular classes by internationally acclaimed artists, including Leon Fleisher and Jaime Laredo, and supervised the compilation, editing, and recording of the Celebration Series of piano publications which have been used by hundreds of thousands of Canadians.

In 1989, Dr. Simon was appointed President of the Manhattan School of Music in New York City, where he initiated several key projects. In the area of programming, he introduced the first Master of Music Degree Program in Orchestral Performance in the United States and appointed the concertmaster and principal players from the New York Philharmonic as members of the faculty. Dr. Simon’s contribution to the school also extended to the area of fundraising, where he persuaded internationally acclaimed artists such as Victoria de Los Angeles and Shura Cherkassky to give benefit concerts. Under his leadership, the Manhattan School of Music began a physical plant renovation program and introduced new promotional materials and activities that led to a significant increase in the number of annual applicants.

Dr. Simon chaired the Arts Education sub-committee of the Minister’s Advisory Council for Arts and Culture, an agency of the Ontario Ministry of Culture. He was honoured by the Salute to the City awards for his contributions to education in Toronto and has received an Urban Leadership Award from the Canadian Urban Institute.

In 2006, as part of a series of special events commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Uprising, Dr. Simon was acknowledged as one of 50 prominent Hungarian-Canadians whose contributions to creativity and innovation in Canada were celebrated.

Dr. Simon is married to the Canadian pianist Dianne Werner. They have two children, Nicole and Justin.

MERVON MEHTA 

Executive Director, Performing Arts

Mervon Mehta’s career in the arts has seen him on both sides of the curtain. A student of the late Sanford Meisner, Mehta has performed as an actor in over 100 theatrical productions, including residencies at the Williamstown Theatre Festival, The Citadel Theatre in Edmonton, and two seasons at the Stratford Shakespeare Festival. He was a founding member of the Neighborhood Group Theatre in New York City, and has appeared on the stages of the Court, Steppenwolf, and Apple Tree theatres in Chicago. He has made several appearances on television and in films. 

In 1994, Mehta put his theatrical career on ‘temporary’ hold and joined the Ravinia Festival in Chicago as programmer for their pop concert series. In 1998, he became Director of Programming and added the title of Director of Production in 2001. During his tenure, Ravinia hosted 120 concerts each summer, including 20 concerts by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and presented an international roster of classical, jazz, world music, country, pop, and music theatre artists. 

In February of 2002, Mehta was named the first Vice President of Programming and Education at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts. Under his leadership, the Kimmel Center brought an array of talent across many genres of music to Philadelphia. Diverse artists such as Caetano Veloso, Mariza, and Ravi Shankar; great orchestras from Berlin, Vienna, Boston, Chicago, and New York; recitals by Lang Lang, Yo-Yo Ma, and Renée Fleming; the Alvin Ailey, Garth Fagan, and Urban Tap dance companies; and jazz artists including Oscar Peterson, Ornette Coleman, Wynton Marsalis, and a six-year, 30-concert relationship with Panamanian jazz pianist Danilo Pérez.

Since April of 2009, Mehta has been the Executive Director of Performing Arts for The Royal Conservatory. He oversaw the launch of Koerner Hall and is responsible for programming Koerner Hall’s successful series of classical, jazz, world music, and pop concerts, as well as overseeing all of the other performances and events throughout The Conservatory’s home at the TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning.  

He has served the arts community in various capacities, including acting as co-chair of the International Society of Performing Arts Congress in Toronto; as a juror for the Juno Awards and the OSM Concours; and as a grant adjudicator for the City of Toronto, the Toronto Arts Council, and the Ontario Arts Council. He also serves on the board of Intercultural Journeys in Philadelphia and is a member of the Toronto Music Advisory Committee.   

Mehta still appears on stage frequently as a narrator of orchestral works. He has performed with top orchestras in Munich, Monte Carlo, Los Angeles, Ottawa, Chicago, Houston, Budapest, and Lisbon; and at the Festival de Radio France and the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino in Florence, Italy, under the batons of Christoph Eschenbach, Lawrence Foster, and Zubin Mehta.

He was born in Vienna, Austria, and grew up in Montreal. He is the son of singer Carmen Mehta (a Royal Conservatory alumna) and conductor Zubin Mehta, and is married to Carey Suleiman, Director of Community Giving at the World Wildlife Fund. They have a son named Zed.
JAMES ANAGNOSON
Dean, The Glenn Gould School
James Anagnoson, Dean of The Royal Conservatory’s Glenn Gould School, is one of Canada's best-known pianists and pedagogues. He has been on the piano faculty of The GGS since its formation in 1997, and has also taught at the University of Toronto and the University of Western Ontario. 

Mr. Anagnoson’s students have won prizes in International Competitions such as the Gina Bachauer, the Maria Canals, the International Franz Liszt, and the Dublin International Competitions, and repeatedly are prizewinners in Canada’s National Competitions such as the Canadian Music Competition and the Toronto Symphony Competition. He has given master classes in various parts of Europe, North America, and Asia, and he has been a juror for competitions such as the Dublin International Piano Competition, the Hong Kong International Piano Competition, the Canadian Chopin Competition, the Prix d’Europe, the International e-Competition, the Toronto International Competition, and the Toronto Symphony Orchestra Competition. 

In 1976, James Anagnoson began performing with Canadian pianist Leslie Kinton, and since that time the duo Anagnoson & Kinton have gone on to give “outstanding concerts...with formidable precision and panache” – to quote The New York Times – across Canada, the United States, Europe, and Asia, receiving unanimous acclaim from both audiences and critics.
Anagnoson & Kinton’s 10 recordings are heard regularly on America’s National Public Radio and various European radio networks, and continue to be a mainstay of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s arts programming. Their 2013 release of the Schubert Fantasia in F Minor and other classical works on the Opening Day label was chosen by New York’s WQXR as a weekly feature. Reviews of their recordings include “… this is a singular performance of great lucidity and power, flawlessly integrated” from Fanfare magazine and “… performances by both soloists and orchestra are virtuoso and exciting …” from the American Record Review.
In addition to their more than 1,000 concert appearances around the world, which have included concerto appearances with Canada’s leading orchestras, the duo has performed for the BBC, Czech National Radio, Hong Kong Radio, Hilversum Radio in Holland, and Radio Suisse Romande. Their recent performances included appearances in Toronto’s Roy Thomson Hall and the Royal Conservatory’s Koerner Hall, as well as appearances in Poznan, Poland, St. Petersburg, Russia, a performance in Martinů Hall in Prague, and at the Shanghai International Festival.

Anagnoson & Kinton have commissioned, premiered, and recorded many original works for two pianos, piano four hands, and two pianos and orchestra. Most recently, they commissioned and gave the Canadian premiere of Ray Luedeke’s Into the Labyrinth, a work for two pianos and narrator, in collaboration with the internationally renowned actor Colin Fox. 

Their interest in the works of Stravinsky led to their performing the North American premiere of Stravinsky’s two piano version of his Dumbarton Oaks Concerto, a work they later recorded on a CD that includes their performances of the Francis Poulenc and Roger Matton two piano concertos. They have also performed Stravinsky’s four hand version of Petrushka and The Rite of Spring numerous times, both in concert and on stage in collaboration with innovative choreographers of dance companies such as Ballet BC. 

James Anagnoson has been heard nationally on the CBC radio as a guest host on This Is My Music and The Arts Tonight, and as a piano commentator for both the Esther Honens International Piano Competition and the CBC Young Performer’s Competition.

Mr. Anagnoson received his master’s degree from The Juilliard School, and his bachelor’s degree from the Eastman School of Music, which he attended on scholarship. His most influential mentor was the American pianist Eugene List, and he was also strongly influenced by his postgraduate work with Claude Frank and Karl Ulrich Schnabel.

PERFORMING ARTS DIVISION
Established in 2009, the Performing Arts Division of The Royal Conservatory is responsible for programming, marketing, and producing concerts and events in Koerner Hall and all the other performance and event spaces within the TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning. Mervon Mehta, Executive Director, Performing Arts, is responsible for curating all concerts presented by this division of The Conservatory, while the facilities rentals and event management teams are responsible for booking and organizing all of the other concerts and events presented by organizations from across Toronto and the surrounding region.  
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