
                             
 

 

 

  
 

TELUS CENTRE FOR PERFORMANCE AND LEARNING  
Fact Sheet  

The TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning is The Royal Conservatory of Music’s 
national base and. A breathtaking and technologically sophisticated building, the TELUS Centre 
furthers the mission of The Conservatory:  to develop human potential through music and 
the arts.  Merging TELUS technology with The Royal Conservatory’s internationally-renowned 
education system, the TELUS Centre facilitates excellence in education for students across 
Canada and around the world. 

Designed by Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects (KPMB), the stunning facility is 
home to the 1,135-seat, acoustically perfect Koerner Hall, the multipurpose Temerty Theatre, 
and historic Ihnatowycz Hall, which includes the warmly intimate Mazzoleni Concert Hall.  
The facility also houses a library, media centre, and academic and performance spaces, 
including bright practice studios and classrooms.  
 
Timeline   Breaking Ground:  June 14, 2005 
    Opening of Academic Facilities:  September 2008 
    Opening of Koerner Hall:  September 25, 2009 
 
Total Area   190,000 square feet 
    
Architect   Marianne McKenna, Lead Architect 

Robert Sims, Associate-in-Charge 
 
Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects 
(Toronto, Canada) 

 
Acoustics   Sound Space Design (London, England) 
    Aercoustics Engineering Limited (Toronto, Canada) 
 
Theatre Planner Anne Minors Performance Consultants  

(London, England) 
 
General Contractor   PCL Constructors Canada Inc. (Mississauga, Canada)  
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FEATURES OF THE TELUS CENTRE 
 
Ihnatowycz Hall 
At the heart of The Royal Conservatory is the extraordinary Ihnatowycz Hall, built in 1881.  This 
space encompasses a range of renewed and new areas for learning and performance activities, 
including Mazzoleni Concert Hall, studios, classrooms, a new-media lab, and administrative 
offices. 

From the historic Bloor Street entrance to the handsome grand staircase, arched doors, stained 
glass windows and hardwood floors, Ihnatowycz Hall has been beautifully restored and is widely 
acclaimed as a heritage gem. 

In November 2005, Mr. Ian Ihnatowycz and his wife, Dr. Marta Witer — both Royal 
Conservatory alumni — donated $5 million toward the transformation of this magnificent 
historical wing, which was renamed Ihnatowycz Hall in recognition of their generosity. 

Koerner Hall 
Designed in the tradition of Europe’s great concert venues, this 1,135-seat, acoustically 
stunning venue features performances across musical genres – classical, jazz, world music, 
and pop – as well as lectures, film, and dance.  Koerner Hall’s signature feature is the Baillie 
Veil, its unique floating, ribbon-of-wood ceiling.  

Leslie and Anna Dan Gallerias 
With gorgeous vistas of the Royal Ontario Museum and Toronto skyline, these spectacular 
lobbies of Koerner Hall have become some of Toronto's most inviting and glamorous venues for 
a whole range of social, business, and academic events. 

Mazzoleni Concert Hall in Historic Ihnatowycz Hall 
The intimate size, exceptional acoustics, and warm ambience of Mazzoleni Concert Hall in 
historic Ihnatowycz Hall make it a favourite venue for orchestral music and recitals in an inviting 
setting.  Originally built in 1901, the 237-seat venue was renovated in 1997.  The renovations, 
which were completed by Kuwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects (KPMB), included 
adding the raked floor, reopening the windows, restoring the wood, installing proper heating and 
air conditioning, building the acoustic panels, and enlarging the stage.  Mazzoleni Concert Hall’s 
exterior brickwork was cleaned and restored in the spring of 2005. 

Temerty Theatre 
This multipurpose venue provides rehearsal and performance space for students of The Royal 
Conservatory, including the Royal Conservatory Orchestra. It is also used for special events, 
master classes, recitals, and other small-scale productions. The 900-square-foot space, with 33-
foot ceilings and flexible seating for up to 200 people, has been designed to match the acoustic 
properties of Koerner Hall. Large windows let in natural light, with curtains allowing the space to 
be darkened when required. The space is also equipped with data ports for computers.   
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Evelyn and Bert Lavis Promenade 
Named in memory of the parents of Mrs. Marilyn Thomson, the Promenade connects The Royal 
Conservatory’s Bloor Street entrance with the Leslie and Anna Dan Gallerias. Hanging over the 
Promenade is a Steinway Rosewood Grand Piano dating from 1877. 
 
Technology and New Media Lab 
The Technology and New Media Lab features the latest software and technologies to enhance 
and expand students' musical studies.  Workstations equipped with notation, sequencing, 
editing, and mixing software allow students to mix audio with video and to record and produce 
broadcast-quality media, such as performance and audition CDs and DVDs, audition tracks, and 
other communication pieces. 

Studios and Classrooms 
The TELUS Centre includes 60 studios and five classrooms, including the suites of studios in 
the R. Fraser Elliott Centre for Keyboard Studies, the TD Centre for Orchestral Studies, 
and the Lilly Kertes Rolin Vocal Studies Centre.  All studios and classrooms have superior 
acoustics and good sound separation between adjacent rooms.  These professionally equipped 
facilities are fully wired with data ports for individual computers. 
 
Michael and Sonja Koerner Early Instrument Collection  
The Koerner family’s collection of antique instruments are displayed in specially designed, 
climate-controlled cases located along the Promenade leading to the Michael and Sonja 
Koerner Hall.  The collection, which includes four harpsichords, two bureau organs, a 
clavichord, five flutes, two oboes, and two serpents (bass cornets), are available for use by 
Royal Conservatory students and faculty. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Jeff Embleton 
Manager, Public Relations    
416.408.2824 ext. 461     
jeff.embleton@rcmusic.ca     
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